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Construction Has Begun!
On Monday morning, October 10th, we held a Groundbreaking Ceremony for our new
Environmental Education Center! Supporters, as well as the general public, were invited to
attend the event. Speakers included Winnebago County Conservation Board Director Robert
Schwartz, WCCB Chair Jeff Schmidt, Friends of Winnebago County Conservation
Foundation Chair Brad Huntington, and supporters Dr. Mary Jane Hagenson and Dr. Randy
Hagenson.
After the speeches, Schmidt, Huntington, and the
Hagensons were joined by Dennis Busta (MBT
Bank), Bruce Hertzke (supporter), Dave Kingland
(The Hanson Family Foundation), and Susan Smith
(Winnebago County Supervisors) in turning over the
ceremonial first shovels of dirt. The fall weather
cooperated and we were very happy with the turnout,
as well as with the enthusiasm everyone showed for
this exciting project!

Supporters gathered at the building site
for the Groundbreaking Ceremony on Oct. 10th..
(Photo courtesy of Rob Hillesland)

Construction will continue throughout the fall and winter months and into next year, with a
scheduled completion date sometime between next August and next December. Fundraising
is continuing, though, to reach our $2.297 million goal, as well as for furnishings and
exhibits once the construction is completed. People wishing to donate can use the pledge
form on the next page or can donate online on our web site (www.winnebagoccb.com). All
donations are tax-deductible, and all contributions over $250 will be recognized on a
donation board in the Center.
We would like to thank everyone who has supported us through these last 4 1/2 years! It’s
been a long journey, but we’re finally seeing the end in sight. We truly appreciate all the
support and look forward to serving you even better with this new Center!
Breaking ground for the new Environmental Education Center are (from left to right): Dennis Busta (MBT Bank), Bruce
Hertzke (Supporter), Dr. Randy Hagenson (Supporter), Dr. Mary Jane Hagenson (Supporter), Dave Kingland (The Hanson
Family Foundation), Jeff Schmidt (WCCB), Susan Smith (Winnebago County Supervisors), Brad Huntington (Friends of
Winnebago County Conservation Foundation). (Photo courtesy of Rob Hillesland)
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Facts About Our EEC
Fundraising Efforts


Our Foundation was
formed in 2012 and
our fundraising
campaign began in
June of 2018.



We’ve received over
400 donations from
individuals and small
businesses.



Our donations have
come from 63
different cities in 14
different states,
ranging from
California to New
York!



We’ve applied for and
received 14 different
grants.
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Mark Your Calendar for These 2023 Programs!
(Of course, more programs will be scheduled!)

Fishing Rod Class—January Date TBD

Have you ever wanted to make your own fishing pole or ice fishing rod?
Now you can! There will be a supply fee for this class but, afterwards, you’ll
have your very own custom-made pole that you can take fishing! Watch for more
information and a date; both will be coming soon.

Ice-Fishing Contest—January/February Date TBD

Assuming that ice conditions cooperate, this winter we’ll be holding a
free ice-fishing contest at Ambroson Park, south of Leland. There will be several
age classes, as well as prizes. You can even use that fishing pole you made in the
Fishing Rod Class! Again, watch for more information as it becomes available.

Master Conservationist Class—March 18th, April 1st, 15th, &
29th
The Master Conservationist Program is a partnership between Iowa
State University Extension, Iowa’s county conservation boards, and local
conservation experts. It blends online teaching modules with in-person
learning to help participants learn more about Iowa’s natural resources and
how to protect them.
Our class will consist of 4 sessions covering topics such as Iowa’s
geology, wetlands, prairies, and forests, all designed to help people become
better stewards of the land. The cost for all 4 sessions will be $20 and
registration information will be available after the holidays. For more
information on the Master Conservationist Program, check out this video!

Arbor Day Tree Giveaway—April 28th

Once again, we will be giving away free tree/shrub seedlings at the Thorpe Park office for
Arbor Day! The 2023 varieties will be Norway Spruce, Shagbark Hickory, Wild Plum, and
Aroniaberry. The giveaway will begin at 8:00 AM and conclude at 4:00 PM. Quantities will be
limited so that as many people as possible can take advantage of this offer. All seedlings will be
available on a first-come, first-served basis, with any leftover seedlings available the next day.

Building Better Birders Workshop (Spring Songbirds)—May 13th

BBB Workshops are held throughout Iowa to help people learn more about Iowa’s amazing
diversity of birds! This free workshop will begin with a bird hike at Pilot Knob State Park, will
include presentations on warblers, forest birds, and the Merlin Bird App, and conclude with a bird
hike at Thorpe Park. Registration information will be available early next year.

Building Better Birders Workshop (Wetland Birds)—
October 7th

This BBB Workshop will include two presentations on Iowa’s
wetland birds and birds that can be found along the upper Mississippi
River. It will also include a bird hike at Thorpe Park and participants
will be able to build their own wood duck house to take home, if they
would like! (There may be a small supply fee for people wishing to
build a wood duck house.)
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Monarch Tagging Numbers
Still Down

Thorpe Park
Hunting Restrictions
We want to remind people that Thorpe
Park is closed to deer and turkey hunting
and Lake Catherine is closed to
waterfowl hunting.

This year marked the 25th year of Monarch tagging
here at the WCCB! (The tagging is part of a research
effort to study Monarchs and their amazing annual
migration to Mexico.) Altogether, we have tagged a
total of 3,221 Monarchs over that quarter century,
with 50 of those butterflies actually being observed
on their wintering grounds in Mexico. Unfortunately,
one of the things that the tagging has shown us is that
Monarch numbers are declining and, this year, that
trend seemed to continue, at least here in Winnebago
County. We were only able to tag 47 butterflies, 13
more than in 2021, but still well below our average.
The first 13 years we tagged Monarchs, we tagged
an average of 174 Monarch each year, with at least 3
of those each year observed in Mexico. The last 12

The adjacent Thorpe Recreation Area
and Russ Wildlife Area are both open
to all hunting, though. You can check out
the area boundaries on our website.
Thank you!
years, though, we’ve averaged fewer than 80 tagged
butterflies annually, with an average of only 1 of
“our” Monarchs every other year being seen in
Mexico. In fact, we haven’t had a Monarch butterfly
that we tagged found in Mexico since 2016. This
year's migrants have just recently begun to arrive in
Mexico, though, so our fingers are crossed that at
least one of this year’s 47 might be spotted high up in
the mountainous Mexican rainforests! We’ll keep
you posted. But, in the meantime, be sure to use these
cooler months to think about what you can do next
spring to improve Monarch habitat (and populations!)
in your area.

More photos from our Groundbreaking Ceremony...
(Right) Dr.s.
Mary Jane and
Randy Hagenson
address the crowd
about their
support for the
new Center.

(Right) WCCB
and Foundation
Board Member
Tim Missal talks
with supporters.

(Left)
Foundation
Chair Brad
Huntington
meets
Ceremony
attendees.

(Left) WCCB
Chair Jeff Schmidt,
his daugfhter,
Dave Kingland,
and Susan Smith
discuss the new
Center.
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WCCB Areas Harbor a Welcome
Diversity of Birds!
This past summer, a graduate student from Iowa State University began a research
project to assess breeding bird use at 52 areas across the state that are in the
Wetland Reserve Program. Altogether, her team identified 137 different species of
birds that were using these areas, with 37 of those being Species of Greatest
Conservation Need (SGCN). SGCN birds are species whose populations are low,
already declining, or are predicted to decline due to a variety of factors. These are
birds that either need our help now or are expected to in the future.

Here in Winnebago County, the research team monitored five of our wildlife areas:
the Kvale Tract, the Osmundson Slough Wildlife Area, the Rauk/Rasmussen Tract, the Ruger Tract, and the
Lande River Conservation Area. At those five areas, they identified 97 different species of birds, including 22
that are SGCN species and one that is a Threatened Species (Henslow’s Sparrow). They also monitored the
habitat of each area to determine which factors may be affecting the diversity and abundance of the birds.
Their preliminary results show how important the Wetland Reserve Program has been to breeding birds here in
Iowa, and especially how important these areas are to vulnerable bird species. The research project is a
two-year study, so the team will be back next year to monitor the same areas. We’re glad that we’re able to
assist with research projects such as this one, and are happy that the areas that we manage are helping so many
diverse species of birds here in the upper Midwest!

Dabblers and Divers

Did you know that one of the easiest ways to identify ducks is to observe whether they are a dabbler
or a diver? Dabblers are also known as puddle ducks and they can pretty easily be distinguished from
the divers. You can check out this video for more information, but here are some things to look for...

Dabblers

Divers



They are more common than divers here in Iowa.



They are not as
common as dabblers.



Most dabblers have iridescent colors on their
wings.



Divers’ wings usually
lack bright, iridescent
colors.





They eat mostly plants that they find in shallow
water and on dry land.

They are typically found in shallow marshes where
they can be seen feeding by tipping upside down.
Their legs are placed centrally on their bodies,
allowing them to walk easily on dry land.
Mallard



They feed mostly on fish, mollusks, and plants
that they find underwater.



They are usually found in larger, deeper bodies
of water where they’re able to dive underwater.



Their legs are located far back on their bodies,
allowing them to dive well, but making them
awkward on dry land.



Because their legs are so far back on their
bodies, most divers need to run across the
surface of the water to take off.



They fly faster, with a rapid wingbeat.



Because of the
placement of their legs, they
typically jump right out of
the water when they take
off.


They tend to fly slower
than diving ducks.
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Also, we will be accepting
donations this winter to
help cover the cost of seed for our bird
feeders. Let us know if you’d like to help us out!
Enjoy a relaxing stay at the
Lake Catherine Cabin!

“The Prairie Country Quarterly” is published,
free of charge, four times a year. Please let us
know if you’d like to subscribe to this
publication . The public is also invited to attend
our board meetings which are held at our Thorpe
Park office on the second Monday of each month,
beginning at 8:00 A.M.
The Winnebago County Conservation Board
Thorpe Park
34496 110th Avenue
Forest City, IA 50436
Phone: (641)565-3390
Web Site: www.winnebagoccb.com
The WCCB, in the provision of services and
facilities to the public, does not discriminate
against anyone on the basis of race, color, sex,
creed, national origin, or handicap. If anyone
believes that he or she has been subjected to such
discrimination, he or she may file a complaint
with the WCCB at the address above, or with the
Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of

$77.00/night on Fri. & Sat.,
$61.00/night during the week.
Reserve your stay at
www.winnebagoccb.com.

Don’t Forget to Check Out Our Website!
We want to remind everyone of our web site! It contains
WCCB news, a listing of all of our parks and wildlife areas, a
listing of upcoming programs, and a lot of other information.
You can even read this newsletter there or download a cabin
reservation form. So, check us out at www.winnebagoccb.com!
(You can use the QR code to access our web site.)
Be sure to also “like” our Facebook page or follow us on
Twitter to keep up with the latest WCCB news!

