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Contract Signed!
After more than four years of planning and fundraising, construction will soon
begin on Winnebago County’s new Environmental Education Center! The WCCB held its
second bid letting on June 14th, approved Kingland Construction Services’ bid at its June
20th board meeting, and signed the final bid contract on July 11th. So, if all goes as planned,
the county will have a nature center by the end of 2023!
Fundraising for the center officially began in June of 2018. Unfortunately, when
bids were opened in January, 2021, Covid was causing major supply disruptions and cost
increases. As a result, the bids came in much higher than anticipated and had to be rejected.
Over the next year, the Conservation Board made design adjustments and raised
more money. Finally, the Board decided to rebid the project this spring. Those bids also
came in slightly higher than expected but, with more money now in the bank, they seemed
doable. So, the Board accepted Kinglands’ bid of $2.297 million and signed the contract
three weeks later. Depending upon supply issues, work schedules, and weather, the project
will either begin this fall or next spring and is scheduled for completion by the end of 2023.
The building itself will be located along Highway 69 north of Leland on 325 acres
of prairie wetlands. It will be 7,680 square feet over two levels. The main floor will feature
28’-high vaulted ceilings, offices, an exhibit area, and a large program/meeting room with a
kitchenette. The lower level will have a workshop/activity area and a meeting room, as well
as a walkout to the prairie. The building will meet ADA specifications for accessibility,
including an elevator. Eventually, the new Center will contain exhibits and interactive
displays that will help increase people’s awareness and knowledge of our natural resources.
It will also be a central location for programs and school field trips, as well as a meeting
spot for local groups and organizations.
The WCCB and the Friends of Winnebago County Conservation Foundation have
raised about 82% of the $2.297 million dollars needed for the project, mostly through a
combination of grants and small and large donations. So, fundraising will continue, to see
the project through to completion, as well as for furnishings and exhibits after the building
is completed. People wishing to donate can go to the WCCB web site
(www.winnebagoccb.com) for more information or to donate online. All donations will be
recognized here in our newsletter, and all contributions of $250 or higher will be
recognized on a donor board in the Center. Also, since our foundation is a 501c(3)
nonprofit organization, all contributions are tax deductible.
The WCCB and the Friends Foundation want to thank all of the people and
organizations who have already donated to this project and have helped us get to this point!
Everyone is encouraged to watch the building site and keep posted to the WCCB web site,
Facebook page, and Twitter
feed for updates and photos of
the upcoming construction! If
anyone has any questions about
Winnebago County’s new
Environmental Education
Center, they can contact the
WCCB at 641-565-3390 or
WCCB Director Robert
Schwartz at
rschwartz@winnebagoccb.com.
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Did You Know?


90% of Winnebago
County’s population
will live within a 15minute drive of the
new Center.



The Center’s meeting
room will seat 90
people.



More than 70 of
Iowa’s 99 counties
already have a nature
center.



It is hoped that the
new Center will
eventually include a
solar energy system.



The Center will be a
tourist destination for
visitors to the county.
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Environmental Education Center Donation Update
The following people donated to our campaign in June and July. (Contributors are listed with their current
donation level.) We want to thank each and every one of them for continuing to move this project forward!
Please remember that you can continue to donate on our web site: www.winnebagoccb.com.
Tri-County Ducks Unlimited (Goldfinch)
Susan Langerud (Sandhill Crane)
Susan Schoning (Bald Eagle)
Anonymous (Bald Eagle)
In Memory of John Ralls:
John Anderson (Chickadee)
Kim and Kevin Jessen (Chickadee)
Lynn and Julie Hagenson (Chickadee)
Jeff and Callie Schmidt (Chickadee)
Larry and Rebecca Hill (Chickadee)
Connie and Alan Felkner (Chickadee)
Jack Ralls (Goldfinch)
Rick and Kelly Lillie (Cardinal)
In Memory of Roger Hermanson:
Becky Fjeld (Chickadee)
In Memory of Roger Nordgaard:
Steve and Kathy Iverson (Sandhill Crane)
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Join Us for These Upcoming Programs!
Summer Stargazing—Friday, August 26th, 9:00 PM
Join us for our annual Summer Stargazing program at the tower at Pilot Knob State Park.
We will observe and identify some of the more prominent summer stars and
constellations and learn some fun facts about them! The program will last about an hour.

Monarch Tagging—Saturday, September 3rd, 1:00 PM
We’ll meet at the Thorpe Park shelter house to tag some Monarch butterflies for
research! There will be a short program from 1:00-1:30, then we’ll conduct the tagging
from 1:30-2:30. You can come for either the program or the tagging, or both. We’ll
provide some Monarchs to tag, but you can also bring your own, or catch some at the
park with nets that we’ll provide!

Fall Canoe Float—Sunday, September 25th, 3:00 PM
From 3:00-5:00 PM, we’ll have canoes available for people to borrow for a leisurely
paddle on Thorpe Park’s Lake Catherine! We’ll also have life jackets, paddles, and
instruction (if needed), all for free. We hope you’ll stop out and enjoy a relaxing fall
afternoon on the lake!

Fall Stargazing—Friday, October 21st, 7:00 PM
We will meet at Thorpe Park, in the parking lot by the cabin, for an informal tour of the fall
nighttime sky. Once again, we will observe the stars and constellations, but this time we will
look at the ones gracing our autumn sky. The program will last about an hour.
Postponement or cancellation announcements will be posted on our web site, our Facebook page , and our
Twitter feed,. We will also try to air them on KIOW Radio (FM 107.3).

Be Sure to Check Out Your Local Farmers’ Market!
Farmers’ markets are becoming increasingly
popular, and for good reasons! These local food
markets provide a lot of benefits to both you and your
community.
When you shop at a farmers’ market, you are
buying nutritious food that is generally tastier and
fresher than what you find in most chain grocery
stores. In fact, it was often picked that day! You are
also supporting local producers, small farmers, and
your neighbors. That means that your dollars are
staying in, or close to, your own community.
In addition, you are supporting sustainability.
Look at the produce at your local chain grocery store.
Most of it comes from at least 1,000 miles away. But,
local produce is, by definition, produced locally. That
means there’s less shipping involved, so less energy is
used and fewer greenhouse gasses are emitted.

Locally
produced
food also
contains
little, if any,
packaging
and is
generally
grown on
small farms
that work to
protect our
water and soil.
So, as summer continues, check out a
Farmers’ market, near you. You’ll find excellent food
that sustainably supports our local economy! You can
find more information at healthyharvestni.com.
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Monarch Numbers Show
Mixed Results
By now, many people have heard about the
IUCN (International Union for Conservation of
Nature) declaration of the Monarch butterfly as an
endangered species. But, the declaration doesn't tell
the whole story. Obviously, the Monarch butterfly
population is declining and has been for over 20
years. But, there are some glimmers of hope…
For one thing, the declaration is only for the
migratory population of Monarchs here in North
America. There are non-migratory populations
throughout Central and South America, as well as
other parts of the world. But, the Monarchs here in
the United States are unique in that they migrate
each year, and that population is the one most in
danger. So, although the Monarch butterflies here in
North America are in danger of disappearing, the
whole species is not in danger of becoming extinct.
The US Fish and Wildlife Service, though,
has not yet officially put the Monarch butterfly on
the Endangered Species List. Almost two years ago,
the USFWS stated that the Monarch’s listing as
“threatened” or “endangered” was “warranted, but
precluded.” That means that they feel it is a good
candidate for listing but, right now, there are other
species that are more in need of the listing.
In fact, the numbers of overwintering
Monarchs in Mexico this past winter was higher
than expected. Overwintering Monarchs inhabited
2.84 hectares of rainforest last winter, or about 7
acres. Although that’s below the 20-year average of
3.34 hectares, it’s actually higher than three of the
last four years. But, the population is still
dangerously low. Think about it...Most all of the
Monarchs east of the Rocky Mountains migrate to
Mexico. And that population still only encompasses
an area the size of about 7 football fields!
So, this all means that the Monarch butterfly
population here in North America continues to
decline, but we are seeing some hopeful signs that
the decline may be slowing down. We all need to
remain vigilant, though. We need to continue
planting more milkweed and other native
wildflowers, we need to decrease our pesticide use,
and we need to combat climate change. All of these
things are contributing to the Monarch’s decline. If
we do those things,
hopefully we will be able
to see the butterfly’s
population slowly rise once
again and we’ll be able to
continue marveling at their
magnificent migration!

New Polar Bear Population
Sheds Light on
Climate Change

Scientists recently discovered a subpopulation of polar bears in Greenland that are
adapted to living in a different type of habitat. These
bears do not depend as much upon sea ice for their
survival as do other polar bears. Instead, they live in
an area that is dominated by fjords, where they’re able
to survive on mostly glacial ice that has broken off of
the surrounding glaciers.
With ocean temperatures continuing to rise,
sea ice is becoming more scarce, leading to rapidly
declining polar bear populations. Most of Greenland’s
polar bears live in the northeastern part of the country
where they depend upon that dwindling sea ice to hunt
seals. But, the fjord-laden area to the south is what
scientists believe most of Greenland will look like by
the end of the century; and this new population of
bears has evolved to live there.
Scientists knew about this group of bears,
thanks to historical records and the local Indigenous
people. But, it wasn’t until they began researching the
bears that they discovered that they are actually
genetically different than the bears that live further to
the north, probably because they have been isolated
from their northern counterparts for several hundred
years. This separation has allowed them to evolve in
ways that help them to survive in this unique habitat.
This discovery has given scientists the
opportunity to study how polar bears may eventually
adapt to a warming climate. But, they caution, glacial
ice cannot support as many bears as sea ice can, so
polar bear populations will probably continue to
decline. Also, the new population of bears adapted to
that unique environment over several centuries. And,
unfortunately, due to the rapid pace of climate change,
other polar bear populations will probably not have the
luxury of time to evolve and adapt as this subpopulation has.
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Florence Trap Range Public Schedule
The Florence Trap Shooting Range west of Thompson will be open the
following August and September evenings for public shooting. The cost to shoot
at the range is $3 for 25 targets. All shooting is supervised and shooters must
bring along their own gun and ammo, as well as eye and ear protection. We hope
you’ll be able to join us some evening!
Wednesday, August 3rd, 5:00-6:00 PM
Wednesday, August 10th, 5:00-6:00 PM
Wednesday, August 17th, 5:00-6:00 PM
Wednesday, August 24th, 5:00-6:00 PM
Wednesday, August 31st, 5:00-6:00 PM
Wednesday, September 14th, 5:00-6:00 PM
Wednesday, September 21st, 5:00-6:00 PM
Wednesday, September 28th, 5:00-6:00 PM

Natural Resource Manager
Rick Lillie
(rlillie@winnebagoccb.com)
Natural Resource Technician
Nicole Templeton
(ntempleton@winnebagoccb.com)
Board Members
Julie Hagenson, Thompson
Nancy Helm, Forest City
Mike Korth, Forest City
Tim Missal, Forest City
Jeff Schmidt, Leland

Enjoy a relaxing stay at the
Lake Catherine Cabin!

“The Prairie Country Quarterly” is published,
free of charge, four times a year. Please let us
know if you’d like to subscribe to this
publication . The public is also invited to attend
our board meetings which are held at our Thorpe
Park office on the second Monday of each month,
beginning at 8:00 A.M.
The Winnebago County Conservation Board
Thorpe Park
34496 110th Avenue
Forest City, IA 50436
Phone: (641)565-3390
Web Site: www.winnebagoccb.com
The WCCB, in the provision of services and
facilities to the public, does not discriminate
against anyone on the basis of race, color, sex,
creed, national origin, or handicap. If anyone
believes that he or she has been subjected to such
discrimination, he or she may file a complaint
with the WCCB at the address above, or with the
Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of

$77.00/night on Fri. & Sat.,
$61.00/night during the week.
Reserve your stay at
www.winnebagoccb.com.

Don’t Forget to Check Out Our Website!
We want to remind everyone of our web site! It contains
WCCB news, a listing of all of our parks and wildlife areas, a
listing of upcoming programs, and a lot of other information.
You can even read this newsletter there or download a cabin
reservation form. So, check us out at www.winnebagoccb.com!
(You can use the QR code to access our web site.)
Be sure to also “like” our Facebook page or follow us on
Twitter to keep up with the latest WCCB news!

