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You Can Help Iowa’s Wildlife!
Bald eagles, dragonflies, tree frogs, cardinals, little brown bats, great-blue herons, swallowtail butterflies, prairie chickens, tiger salamanders. What do all these animals have in
common? At first glance, it might seem like there is no thread that connects all these
disparate species. But, they do all have one thing in common...They are all nongame species
that live here in Iowa.
Nongame species are protected species that are not hunted, fished, or
trapped, including raptors, insects, songbirds, and reptiles, among
many others. They include common animals, as well as animals that
are threatened or endangered. We tend to think of animals such as deer
and pheasants when we think of Iowa wildlife, but the vast majority of
Iowa’s 1,100 species are actually nongame species.
The management of game species in Iowa is paid for with money obtained from hunting,
fishing, and trapping licenses, as well as money from habitat stamps and excise taxes on
sporting arms and ammunition. Since much of this money is often used to purchase or
enhance wildlife habitat, nongame species often indirectly benefit from
this money. But, unfortunately, nongame species don’t have the same
kind of dedicated funding sources as their more popular counterparts.
But, that’s where you can help!
Here in Iowa, we can all contribute to the management of nongame
species in our state by contributing to the Fish and Wildlife Checkoff
on our income tax form. A ll the money from the Chickadee Checkoff, as it’s commonly
known, goes to fund projects throughout Iowa that directly benefit the hundreds of species
of animals in our state that are not hunted, fished, or trapped.
In the past, checkoff money has supported the reintroduction of trumpeter swans, peregrine
falcons, prairie chickens, and ospreys. It has also supported the designation of Bird Conservation Areas throughout the state, providing increased habitat for countless species of birds.
Currently, numerous monitoring efforts are being funded by Checkoff money, including the
Breeding Bird Survey, frog and toad surveys, and raptor nest surveys. And, Checkoff
money also supports educational efforts here in Iowa, such as Bald Eagle
Days and pollinator education. The Iowa DNR’s Wildlife Diversity Program
(that oversees nongame species here in Iowa) does not receive any state tax
money but does receive money from the federal government in the form of
State Wildlife Grants. But, those grants require a state match, and Checkoff
donations from Iowa taxpayers provide some of that match money.
So, if you enjoy seeing songbirds at your feeders, watching butterflies flit
among the flowers in your garden, or hearing the melodious calls of frogs on
a warm summer night, contribute however much you can this year on your
tax form. The money will be added to what you owe or deducted from your
refund. It’s an easy way to help out Iowa’s often overlooked wildlife species!
(For more information on Iowa’s Chickadee Checkoff, go to: https://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/IowasWildlife/Wildlife-Diversity-Program/Program-Funding/Chickadee-Checkoff)
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Did You Know?


Currently, only 1/2 of
1% of Iowa taxpayers
donate to the Chickadee Checkoff



The average Checkoff
donation for 2020 was
just under $25.



In 2020, the Checkoff
brought in almost
$175,000 for
nongame funding.



If every Iowa taxpayer
donated just a dollar,
the Checkoff would
raise $1.5 million a
year for nongame
species!



The Fish and Wildlife
Checkoff (the Chickadee Checkoff) can be
found on line 57 of
the 1040 tax form.
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Mark These Dates on Your 2022 Calendar!
Bluebird Volunteer Day—Saturday, March 12th (1:00 PM)

Join us at Thorpe Park to learn about bluebirds and how you can
attract them. Then, help us clean out and prepare the park’s bluebird
houses in preparation of the birds’ arrival!

Spring Stargazing—Friday, April 1st (8:30 PM)

We will meet at Thorpe Park to learn about some of the brighter stars and constellations that
are visible in the spring nighttime sky.

Arbor Day Tree Giveaway—Friday, April 29th (8:00 AM-4:00
PM)
Once again, we will be giving away free tree seedling at the
Thorpe Park office! This year’s varieties will include Jack Pines, Black
Oaks, Wild Plums, and Chokecherries.

Spring Bird Walk—Saturday, April 30th (9:00 AM)

We will meet at the Pilot Knob State Park shelter house for a leisurely walk to look for and
identify spring birds. We may also see a few other signs of spring, as well!

Spring Wildflower Walk—Thursday, May 12th (6:30 PM)
Meet at the Pilot Knob State Park shelter house for a casual
stroll to look for and identify Iowa’s woodland wildflowers.

Wilderness Camping—Friday, May 27th (7:00 PM)

Come to the Thorpe Park shelter house to learn about how to
enjoy the wonder of wilderness camping! We’ll discuss trip
planning, what equipment to use, and food preparation.

Free Fishing Day Event—Sunday, June 5th (6:00-8:00 PM)

If you’ve never fished, but would like to try it, we’ll have free equipment to borrow, as well as
bait and instruction. Stop by the Lake Catherine boat ramp at Thorpe
Park anytime!

WCCB Book Club Meeting—Tuesday, June 14th (7:00
PM)

Our book club will meet both at Thorpe Park and virtually to
discuss Henry Beston’s classic book The Outermost House, where he
describes spending a year living on a Cape Cod beach.

Summer Stargazing—Friday, August 26th (9:00 PM)

Come meet at the Pilot Knob State Park tower to learn about
some of the brighter stars and constellations that are visible in the
summer nighttime sky.

(Continued on Page 3…)
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(...Continued from Page 2)
Monarch Tagging—Saturday, September 3rd (1:00 PM Program,
1:30 PM Tagging)

If you’d like to learn about the Monarch butterfly’s amazing migration
to Mexico, meet at the Thorpe Park shelter house at 1:00 PM. Afterwards, we’ll tag some Monarchs
for research! Bring along your own Monarchs to tag, tag some that we’ll provide, or catch your own
at the park. Feel free to come for only the program, only the tagging, or both!

Fall Canoe Float—Sunday, September 25th (3:00-5:00 PM)

We’ll have our canoes, paddles, and life jackets available at the Lake Catherine boat ramp at
Thorpe Park. Show up anytime to borrow them for a leisurely paddle on the lake!

Autumn Stargazing—Friday, October 21st (7:00 PM)

We will meet at Thorpe Park to learn about some of the brighter stars and constellations that
are visible in the autumn nighttime sky.
More programs may be added over the course of the year.
No preregistration is required for any of these programs except the Book Club meeting.
If any of these programs needs to be postponed or canceled, that announcement will run on KIOW Radio (FM 107.3),
as well as on our website and Facebook and Twitter feeds.
For more information on these programs, and other WCCB events, check out our website at https://
www.winnebagoccb.com/upcoming-events or contact Naturalist Lisa Ralls at lralls@winnebagoccb.com.

An Important Reminder
This is the last “hard copy” issue of this newsletter that we will
publish. Beginning with the next issue, our newsletter will be
completely digital. That means that a link will be emailed to you and
you will be able to read it online, in a much more timely manner, in
full color, and with links to more information.
That being said, if you do not have a computer or internet access, and wish to continue receiving a
hard copy in the mail, please let us know. We will continue to print a very limited number of
newsletters for those people. But, the digital edition will become the default edition.

So, if you wish to continue receiving this newsletter, you will need to contact us at
lralls@winnebagoccb.com and let us know your email address. Your email address will not be shared
with anyone else. (If you’re already receiving a link for the digital copy, you do not need to do
anything.) If you do wish to continue receiving a hard copy through the mail, though, please let us
know that, as well.

Anyone we do not hear from by February 28th will be deleted from our mailing list. This change in

format is being done to save us money and time, as well as provide you with a better, more timely,
newsletter. If you have any questions or comments about this transition, please feel free to contact us!
For those of you who will no longer be receiving this newsletter, we hope you have enjoyed
reading it over the years. Thank you!
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Watch and Listen for Signs of Spring!
Although there may still be snow on the ground, and the temps may still be well below
freezing at times, Mother Nature knows that spring is right around the corner! The days are
getting longer and that triggers many changes in the natural world.
For instance, you can already hear the spring “fee-bee” song of the
chickadees and the “what cheer, what cheer” song of the cardinals.
Woodpeckers are beginning to drum on trees, not so much because
they’re looking for food, but more because they’re trying to attract a
mate. And, the male goldfinches will soon be showing off patches of
bright yellow, as they begin to acquire their spring and summer
colors once again.
Noticing these subtle changes in the natural world can bring a glimmer of hope to all of
us. The seasons are changing; white and grey will soon turn to green and blue. And, if
we look and listen closely, we can begin to see that change already happening!
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Thank you!
We’d like to thank the following people who have graciously contributed to our Environmental Education
Center Capitol Campaign this past fall and so far this winter (along with their current donation level)!
Pamela Moe (In Memory of Clarine Moe) (Chickadee)
Richard Campney (Chickadee)
LeAnn Honsey (In Memory of Roger Bolstad) (Chickadee)
Duane and Marjorie Logemann (Chickadee)
Jeff Lewison (Matched by Winnebago Industries) (Bluebird)
Steve Peterson (Matched by Winnebago Industries) (Bluebird)
John and Karen Monson (In Memory of Gary Sinnard) (Goldfinch)
Steve and Kathy Iverson (In Memory of Clarine Moe) (Sandhill Crane)
Susan Langerud (Sandhill Crane)
Tony and Sue Coloff (In Memory of Merle Durby) (Trumpeter Swan)
Susan Schoning (Bald Eagle)

And, Another Big Thank You...
On October 24th, 2020, Winnebago County Conservation Board Director Robert Schwartz received an email
from Mr. David Christ that read, “I have two lots south of Lake Mills that are adjacent to the wild area owned
by Harriet Young. I am willing to donate these to the new conservation center. Perhaps you can find a use for
them or sell them. I know someone who at one time expressed an interest in purchasing one.”
When Robert returned to his office, he gave Mr. Christ a call to hear his offer. The families of both David Christ
and his wife (Ruth Elaine Moe Christ) were from the Lake Mills area and David had graduated from Lake Mills
High School in 1960. (He and his wife now reside in Iowa City.) The lots they owned were part of a development that David’s parents and a friend (Bill Young, Sr.) had acquired with the idea of seeing homes built on
them. Several homes were eventually built and, after David’s parents passed away, the lots became
the property of David and his siblings. David and his parents considered themselves conservation-minded, so he
thought it appropriate that the lots be given to the Friends of Winnebago County Conservation Foundation to be
put to good use. He also suggested contacting his sister, Carolyn Goddard of North Liberty, Iowa, to see if she
would also be interested in donating the lots that she and her husband (Bruce Goddard) owned. As it turns out,
they were! Neither the Christs nor the Goddards wanted anything in return.
The donation transactions were completed last fall and the Foundation put the lots up for sale. Both lots sold
quickly and brought in over $30,000. After closing costs, the Foundation was able to deposit $29,642.52! All
the proceeds will go towards the construction of the new Winnebago County Environmental Education Center.
In addition to thanking the Christs and the Goddards, the WCCB and the FWCCF would also like to thank
Jeremy Gray of Newman, Thompson, & Gray, A ttorneys at Law in Forest City for providing legal services at no
charge to the Friends of Winnebago County Conservation Foundation to facilitate the donation and sale of the
properties.

I am in love with this world. I have nestled lovingly in it. I have climbed
its mountains, roamed its forests, sailed its waters, crossed its deserts,
felt the sting of its frosts, the oppression of its heats, the drench of its
rains, the fury of its winds, and always have beauty and joy waited
upon my comings and goings.
—John Burroughs, American Naturalist and Essayist

Presorted Standard
U.S. Postage
PAID
Forest City, IA 50436
PERMIT #50

Winnebago County Conservation Board
Thorpe Park
34496 110th Avenue
Forest City, IA 50436

Phone: (641) 565-3390
Web Site: www.winnebagoccb.com

Address Service Requested

New Year’s Resolutions

Your Winnebago County
Conservation Board
Director
Robert Schwartz
(rschwartz@winnebagoccb.com)

It’s not too late to make a few resolutions for 2022!
Here are a few easy resolutions you could try…

Naturalist
Lisa Ralls
(lralls@winnebagoccb.com)











Natural Resource Manager
Rick Lillie
(rlillie@winnebagoccb.com)
Natural Resource Technician
Nicole Templeton
(ntempleton@winnebagoccb.com)
Board Members
Julie Hagenson, Thompson
Nancy Helm, Forest City
Mike Korth, Forest City
Tim Missal, Forest City
Jeff Schmidt, Leland

Once a week, take a walk outside.
Plant a tree or some native plants in your yard.
Put up some birdfeeders and enjoy the antics of your local birds!
Read three nature books.
Take a webinar to learn more about nature and the environment.
Learn a new outdoor skill (snowshoeing, canoeing, fishing, etc.).
Take a camping trip.
Visit a county, state, or national park.
We hope you’re able to get out
and enjoy the outdoors in
Build a bird or a bat house.
2022!

Enjoy a relaxing stay at the

Open All Year!

Lake Catherine Cabin!
“The Prairie Country Quarterly” is published,
free of charge, four times a year. Please let us
know if you’d like to subscribe to this
publication . The public is also invited to attend
our board meetings which are held at our Thorpe
Park office on the second Monday of each month,
beginning at 8:00 A.M.
The Winnebago County Conservation Board
Thorpe Park
34496 110th Avenue
Forest City, IA 50436
Phone: (641)565-3390
Web Site: www.winnebagoccb.com
The WCCB, in the provision of services and
facilities to the public, does not discriminate
against anyone on the basis of race, color, sex,
creed, national origin, or handicap. If anyone
believes that he or she has been subjected to such
discrimination, he or she may file a complaint
with the WCCB at the address above, or with the
Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of

$77.00/night on Fri. & Sat.,
$61.00/night during the week.
Reserve your stay at
www.winnebagoccb.com.

Don’t Forget to Check Out Our Website!
We want to remind everyone of our web site! It contains
WCCB news, a listing of all of our parks and wildlife areas, a
listing of upcoming programs, and a lot of other information.
You can even read this newsletter there or download a cabin
reservation form. So, check us out at www.winnebagoccb.com!
(You can use the QR code to access our web site.)
Be sure to also “like” our Facebook page or follow us on
Twitter to keep up with the latest WCCB news!

