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Covid Gets People Outdoors in 2020
The Coronavirus changed 2020 in many ways. For one thing, it didn’t take long to
realize that spending time indoors, with groups of people, was not something that we were
going to be able to do for a while. So, many people adapted by spending more time
outdoors, enjoying socially-distanced activities. And, that was very evident at areas
managed by the Winnebago County Conservation Board!
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Conservation Board had to make some
changes in 2020. For instance, the Lake Catherine Cabin was closed for 2½ months, from
mid-March until the end of May. Once the cabin reopened, days were set aside
before and after each reservation to allow for extra cleaning. So, the cabin did not get used
as much last year as it did in 2019, but the usage was still more than was expected. Last
year, the cabin was occupied for 135 days, as compared to 145 days in 2019. That’s not
much of a difference, considering how many days during 2020 that it was unavailable.
But, county campgrounds did show a dramatic increase in usage last year, despite
the fact that, for most of the camping season, half of all the campsites were closed to allow
for social distancing. For instance, campers spent 355 nights at the Thorpe Park
campground in 2020, compared to 195 in 2019, an increase of 82%. At Dahle Park, site
occupancy increased from 77 camping nights in 2019 to 279 in 2020, a whopping 262%
increase.
Another indication that more people got outdoors last year was the increase in the
number of people using the Hogsback Target Shooting Range northwest of Lake Mills.
Although no exact numbers are kept on range usage, the target backstops had to be
replaced much more frequently than in 2019. In addition, donations at the range increased
almost 240%, from $507.50 in 2019 to $1,724.70 in 2020. (The donations are used to help
maintain the range.)
Other outdoor activities, such as hunting and fishing, also saw an increase
throughout the state in 2020. For instance, the sale of Iowa fishing licenses increased 33%
over 2019, and hunting license sales in the state increased at twice that rate—66%. So,
more people enjoyed a wide variety of outdoor activities all across Iowa in 2020! And,
that license money…It goes back into protecting the resources. So, it was a win/win for
everyone!
These figures all show how important natural areas are to local communities.
When people need to escape the pressures of everyday life, or when they need to get
outdoors for their health, it is important that parks,
campgrounds, trails, and wildlife areas are there for them.
That’s why, even pre-pandemic, over 24 million visitors a year
were spending more than $530 million just in Iowa’s county
parks and recreation areas. And, that doesn’t even include all
the people who visited state or federal areas such as state parks
or national wildlife refuges!
This past year has been tough for everyone. But, being
able to get outdoors and enjoy a night around a campfire, a
walk down a trail, or an afternoon on a fishing dock, has made
it a bit more bearable for many people. Hopefully,
everyone who spent time outdoors last year will remember the
fun, relaxation, and solace they enjoyed there and will continue
to enjoy all the benefits that nature has to offer this year and
long after the pandemic is over!
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Newsletter Note:
Some of you may be
wondering why you’re
receiving this newsletter.
Since we will soon begin
to build our new nature
center, we have updated
our mailing list to
include people that have
donated to that project.
We are hoping that you
will want to see the
progress we’re making
as we go along!
But, if you do not wish to
receive this
newsletter, just let us
know using the contact
info on the back page.
We want to again thank
everyone who has
supported this project!
We couldn’t have done it
without you!
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Looking for Some Safe Winter Fun?
Join Us for These Virtual Programs!
Great Backyard Bird Count—Friday, February 12th to Monday, February 15th
Each February, for four days, the world comes together for the love of birds.
Over these four days, citizen scientists from around the world spend time in their
favorite places watching and counting as many birds as they can find and reporting
them. These observations help scientists better understand global bird populations.
Participating is easy and fun to do! All you need to do is create a free account at
birdcount.org, spend at least 15 minutes observing the birds you see, and recording
your observations online. You can observe anywhere you like! Go to birdcount.org for more
Information and to sign up.

Wolf 101—Saturday, February 13th, 10:00 AM
Join staff from the International Wolf Center In Ely, MN, for this fun,
interactive program as we look at the physical and social adaptations wolves use to
survive in their environment. This will be a live Zoom program, so participants will
be given an opportunity to observe the Center’s ambassador wolves and will be able
to ask questions of the IWC staff. To participate in this free program, simply contact
Naturalist Lisa Ralls at lralls@winnebagoccb.com to receive the Zoom link.

WCCB Book Club Meeting—Saturday, February 27th, 10:00 AM
Our first book club session will meet over Zoom to discuss Aldo Leopold’s
classic book, “A Sand County Almanac.” What better way to spend some of those
long, winter nights while we’re all waiting for Covid to pass than reading a classic
book? If you’re not able to buy the book or find it at a library, we will loan you the
book to read. Just contact Naturalist Lisa Ralls at lralls@winnebagoccb.com to sign
up for the club, borrow a copy of the book, and receive the Zoom link for the
discussion.
If any of our programs need to be postponed or canceled due to weather or coronavirus restrictions,
those announcements will run on KIOW Radio (FM 107.3), on our web site,
on our Facebook page, and on our Twitter feed.
Unless otherwise noted, all programs are free of charge and no preregistration is needed.
For more information, contact Naturalist Lisa Ralls at (641) 565-3390 or at lralls@winnebagoccb.com.

Would you like to get this newsletter in a more timely manner?
Would you like to see it in full color?
Would you like to help us save costs and trees?
If you answered yes to any of these questions, consider having this newsletter emailed to you! By
doing that, you receive it as soon as it’s completed, you get to see it in full color, and you save us printing and
postage costs. And, since we’d be saving paper, we’d also be saving trees!
So, if you’d like to receive this newsletter electronically, just send us your email address and we’ll be
glad to take you off our regular mailing list and add you to our email list!
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2021—A Milestone Year for the WCCB
If all goes as planned, this year should be a
year of change for the WCCB. After several years of
fundraising, we are finally accepting bids for our new
Environmental Education Center! If the bids come in
at or under budget, we hope to begin construction this
spring, with a timeline that has the center completed
by December.
We began our fundraising campaign in June
of 2018. Since then, we have received hundreds of
donations, large and small, from people throughout
north Iowa, as well as other states. That kind of
support has allowed us to also receive some very nice
grants. We are very appreciative for all the generosity
people have shown towards this project! It is that
generosity that has allowed us to get to this point.
The center will be a 7,860 square foot facility that will include an exhibit room, a program room, and a
meeting room, along with offices and a workshop. It will be a central location for people to learn, through
exhibits and presentations, about the wildlife, plants, and other natural resources that can be found here in
northern Iowa. It will also provide a unique meeting location for people in the area.
It’s taken us a while to get to this point, so we want to thank everyone who has stood by us throughout
this process! We will keep you up-to-date with the construction as it progresses, not only here in our
newsletter, but also through the press, as well as through our Facebook and Twitter accounts. We will still need
to continue fundraising, though, for interior furnishings and exhibits; so, if you’d like to contribute, just go to
our web site at www.winnebagoccb.com to find out how you can help out!

Thank you!
We want to thank the following people for contributing to our Environmental Education Center Capital
Campaign in November and December (along with their current donation level). We truly
appreciate all the support!
Thomas Glanville (Chickadee)
In Memory of John Laflen
Barbara Hedges (Chickadee)
In Memory of John Laflen
Dr. and Mrs. Stewart Melvin (Chickadee)
In Memory of John Laflen
Carol Peterson (Chickadee)
In Memory of John Laflen
Russell and Thaylee Rourk (Chickadee)
In Memory of John Laflen
Jeff Lewison (Chickadee)
Anonymous (Chickadee)
Todd and April Lewis (Goldfinch)
Riley and Kris Lewis (Goldfinch)
Scott and Signe Meinders (Goldfinch)
Allan/Teresa Van Hove, Kristen/Landon Luttrell, Kelly/Dan Wright, Mara/Kyle Frerichs (Cardinal)
Joe and Pam Angstman (Cardinal)
In Memory of John Laflen
Steve and Kathy Iverson (Sandhill Crane)
In Memory of John Nystrom
Susan Schoning (Bald Eagle)
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Watch for Raptors!
As winter draws to a close, some raptors are very busy! For instance, bald eagles that
headed south in the fall are beginning to head back north again, expanding into new areas as
frozen rivers and lakes open up and provide new fishing opportunities for them. They also
follow flocks of ducks and geese as they head north, as well, hoping to find a few easy meals
along the way! As the snow melts, eagles can also often be seen scavenging on freshlyexposed animal carcasses. Although, not all raptors migrate, the longer days
and the warmer temps also draw other migrating raptors back north, as
well; so be looking for them!
And, believe it or not, some raptors are beginning to nest already! Eagle pairs are
adding to their nests and preparing to mate and lay eggs. And, great-horned owls aren’t just
preparing their nests; they’re actually beginning to nest and lay eggs! They are the earliest
nesting birds here in north Iowa. As a result, late winter is a great time to head outdoors after
dark to listen for owls. They can often be heard calling back and forth, establishing and
defending their nesting territories.
Late winter can sometimes seem like a boring time of year when not much is
happening. But, we don’t have to wait until spring to see signs that the seasons are changing!

Here is what people have said about our Lake
Catherine Cabin at Thorpe Park! If you’re looking for a
peaceful, relaxing summer getaway, consider making a
reservation today!
Best Kept Gem!
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“The Prairie Country Quarterly” is published,
free of charge, four times a year. Please let us
know if you’d like to subscribe to this publication
either through the mail or electronically. The
public is also invited to attend our board meetings which are held at our Thorpe Park office on
the second Monday of each month,
beginning at 8:00 A.M.
The Winnebago County Conservation Board
Thorpe Park
34496 110th Avenue
Forest City, IA 50436
Phone: (641)565-3390
Web Site: www.winnebagoccb.com
The WCCB, in the provision of services and
facilities to the public, does not discriminate
against anyone on the basis of race, color, sex,
creed, national origin, or handicap. If anyone
believes that he or she has been subjected to such
discrimination, he or she may file a complaint
with the WCCB at the address above, or with the
Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of
the Interior, Washington, D.C., 20240.
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WCCB Now Taking Credit and Debit Cards
We are now able to accept credit or debit cards for payments! This means that you’ll be
able to use your credit or debit card when paying for the Lake Catherine Cabin, camping
fees, bus trips, program registration fees, equipment rentals, and other expenses.
There will be a convenience fee for this service, and we won’t be able to
accept these forms of payment electronically. So, you’ll have to give us
your card number either on your reservation form, over the phone, or in
person. We will still accept checks, as well, but we hope this new option
makes things more convenient for you!

To the attentive eye, each moment of the year has its own
beauty…
—Ralph Waldo Emerson

Enjoy a relaxing stay at the
Lake Catherine Cabin!
$77.00/night on Fri. & Sat.,
$61.00/night during the week.
Reserve your stay at
www.winnebagoccb.com.

Don’t Forget to Check Out Our Website!
We want to remind everyone of our web site! It contains
WCCB news, a listing of all of our parks and wildlife areas, a
listing of upcoming programs, and a lot of other information.
You can even read this newsletter there or download a cabin
reservation form. So, check us out at www.winnebagoccb.com!
(You can use the QR code to access our web site.)
Be sure to also “like” our Facebook page or follow us on
Twitter !

