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Winter Preparations for Spring
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Although it’s not quite spring, yet, we’re all anxious for it to arrive! And, there are things
you can be doing right now to beat those winter doldrums and prepare for the warmer
weather ahead.

I N S I D E T HI S IS S UE :

For instance, now is the time to begin planning that pollinator garden. Pollinator gardens
provide butterflies, bees, and other pollinators with the plants they need to survive and
grow their populations. When we think of pollinator gardens, we tend to think about the
bright, showy, nectar-producing flowers that feed the adult butterflies and bees. But, make
sure you also provide host plants for larva (caterpillars, etc.) to feed on. Monarch butterflies, for instance, need milkweed to lay their eggs on, since their caterpillars only feed on
milkweed leaves. But, as adults, they drink nectar from flowers such as blazing stars,
goldenrod, and bee balm. So, providing a variety of flowers is important, and that planning can start now.
Another way to begin preparing for spring is to decide how you’re going to feed the birds.
Feeding the birds in the summer time? Yep! It’s a fun and easy way to enjoy birds right
from your house. Although summer birds generally don’t need the food you put out, they
do enjoy it and will come right up to your house to get it. So, now is the time to begin
stocking up on a few nectar and jelly feeders. Maybe, look into getting a birdbath, as well,
since water is a big attractant during the hot, summer months.
If you’re handy with tools (or know someone who is), this is also a great time of year to
build a few bird and bat houses. These should be placed outside in the spring, so it’s
handy to have them ready once the weather warms up. Bluebirds begin returning in
March, so their houses should be installed by then. If you need bird or bat house plans,
just contact us here at the WCCB (641-565-3390) and we can send some to you!
Finally, now is also a wonderful time to plan out
other landscaping options you may want to pursue
this year. Maybe you’d like to plant a few trees or
shrubs. That requires a little research to determine
which species will do best around your property.
You need to consider things like height and soil
preferences, as well as making sure there are no
power lines above the ground or utility lines below.
They may take a little more planning, but trees and
shrubs, especially those that produce berries or
nuts, can attract a wide variety or birds and other
wildlife throughout the year. They can also help to
lower your utility bills, add beauty to your yard,
reduce soil erosion, and clean the air.
So, there may still be snow on the ground but, if
you want to begin thinking about spring, go right
ahead! There’s plenty to do, and now is the time to
do it!
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Did You Know?


Pollinators contribute
$217 billion to the
globally economy
each year.



Pollinators provide us
with 1/3 of all our
food.



Sugar water and jelly
can attract a variety of
birds, including hummingbirds, orioles,
robins, catbirds, and
grosbeaks.



Many birds will use
nesting boxes including bluebirds, wrens,
chickadees,
nuthatches, swallows,
wood ducks, and
screech owls.



Small trees and shrubs
such as crabapples,
cherries, wild plums,
and serviceberries all
provide excellent
wildlife habitat.
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Bluebird Level (Continued)—
Scott Meinders
Holland Contracting
Goldfinch Level ($500-$999)—
Tim and Julie Missal
Jim and Jane Benson
The Huntington Family
Anonymous

Thank You to Our Donors!
The following people and organizations have
contributed to our Environmental Education Center
Capital Campaign from October through December,
2019. We want to thank everyone for all of the support we have received for this project! In fact, last
fall we topped the $1 million mark in fundraising!
Because of this support, we have been able to begin
the dirt work and site preparation (see photos
below) and we hope to accept bids this summer!
Although we are close to our $1.2 million goal, we
still have a ways to go. So, please consider
donating, if you haven’t already. You can find
information about the Center, and how you can
help, by going to our web site at
www.winnebagoccb.com.

Chickadee Level (<$250)—
Ruth Hendrickson
Mary Ann Studer
Tim Dakken
Gary and Jenelle Pierce
Don and Julie Olson
Lydia Missal and Justin Highhouse
Sam Missal and Kathleen Grigg
David and Sarah Missal
Anonymous
Bluebird Level ($250-$499)—
The Country Gardeners
Randy and Lorie Pruisner
Terry and Karen Rodberg
Craig and Dawn Johnson
Advanced Door Systems
Steven and Patricia Lovik
Mark and Carolyn Frakes
Andy and Diane Roper

Cardinal Level ($1,000-$2499)—
John Gullickson
Kathy Remington-Nelson
Winnebago Industries Foundation
Sandhill Crane Level ($2,500$4,999)—
Anonymous Fund, Community
Foundation of Northeast Iowa
Trumpeter Swan Level
($5,000-$9,999)—
Alliant Energy
Bald Eagle Level (>$10,000)—
The Korth Family
Susan Schoning
Randy and Mary Jane Hagenson

Work has
begun!

Please donate now
to help carry us
across the
finish line!
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For more information about the Master
Conservationist Program, you can go to:
https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/
programs/master-conservationist
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Upcoming Programs:
Master Conservationist Program (Mar ch-April, TSB/Forest City)
Climate Change 101 (Monday, Apr il 6th, TSB/Forest City)
For more information, go to our web site: www.winnebagoccb.com.

The ultimate test of a man’s conscience may be his willingness
to sacrifice something today for future generations whose
words of thanks will not be heard.
Gaylord Nelson, Earth Day Co-founder
Enjoy a relaxing stay at the
Lake Catherine Cabin!

“The Prairie Country Quarterly” is published,
free of charge, four times a year. Anyone wishing
to be on our mailing list need only send their
name and address to our office listed below. Or, if
you let us know your email address, we can email
it to you, if you’d rather have an electronic version. The public is also invited to attend our
board meetings which are held at our Thorpe
Park office the second Monday of each month,
beginning at 8:00 A.M.
The Winnebago County Conservation Board
Thorpe Park
34496 110th Avenue
Forest City, IA 50436
Phone: (641)565-3390
Web Site: www.winnebagoccb.com
The WCCB, in the provision of services and
facilities to the public, does not discriminate
against anyone on the basis of race, color, sex,
creed, national origin, or handicap. If anyone
believes that he or she has been subjected to such
discrimination, he or she may file a complaint
with the WCCB at the address above, or with the
Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of
the Interior, Washington, D.C., 20240.

(Please note the new rates…)
$77.00/night on Fri. and Sat. and
$61.00/night during the week
Reserve your stay at
www.winnebagoccb.com

Don’t Forget to Check Out Our Website!
We want to remind everyone of our web site! It contains
WCCB news, a listing of all of our parks and wildlife areas,
a listing of upcoming programs, and a lot of other
information. You can even read this newsletter there or
download a cabin reservation form. So, check us out at
www.winnebagoccb.com!
Be sure to also “like” us our Facebook page or follow us
on Twitter !

