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Covid-19 Affects CCB Operations
The last few months have definitely been historic. Back in March, few people realized just
how far-reaching the Coronavirus would be or how it would change our lives. Even here at
the Conservation Board, we have had to adjust and adapt to make sure that we and you,
the public, stay healthy.
Once a public emergency was declared in Iowa, we immediately took action to insure that
our parks remained safe. We closed our office and shop buildings to the public and they
still remain closed. We also closed our Lake Catherine Cabin for over two-and-a-half
months, from mid-March until Memorial Day weekend. It is now open, but we have removed all cooking supplies from the cabin and have set aside days in between reservations
for a deeper cleaning and to allow for the elimination of any germs that may be present.
Even our outdoor facilities have been affected by the virus. Although our campgrounds
opened when they normally would, all our even-numbered sites have been closed to allow
for more social distancing between campsites. Originally, our restrooms, playground
equipment, and shelter houses were also closed, but they have all since reopened. In
addition, our trap shooting range just recently opened, although the Hogsback Shooting
Range has remained open.
Unfortunately, our Environmental Education Program has also taken a hit. Many of our
educational efforts involve presenting programs to groups of people. Because of the virus,
we were not able to present any in-person programs from March 10th until July 18th,
including a cancellation of all of our spring school field trips. That first in-person program
on July 18th was a canoeing program that we felt we could present safely. We are hoping
to provide other in-person programs from time to time throughout the pandemic, as long
as we can do so safely and with social distancing protocols.
We have been able to present some virtual programs, though! Once the schools closed
down, we worked with several teachers to provide virtual programs and hikes for their
students. And, we also worked with the Extension Office to offer a couple virtual day
camps for kids this summer. We will continue to work with the schools this fall to provide
them with whatever educational opportunities we can. And, we will also try to offer
whatever educational programs we can to the public, as well, even if they’re just virtual.
Life has changed for all of us this year, and we’ve
had to learn to do things a little differently. We here
at the Conservation Board will continue to do our
best to make your park visits enjoyable, to improve
wildlife habitat throughout the county, and to
educate people, all while keeping you safe. Please
follow us on Facebook or Twitter to keep up on our
latest news. And, when visiting our county parks (or
anywhere, for that matter), be sure to keep yourself
and others safe by social distancing, wearing a mask
when you’re near other people, and washing your
hands often. Stay safe!
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Did You Know?


Summer begins
between June 20th and
June 22nd each year.



The Dog Days of Summer refer to the fact
that Sirius, the Dog
Star, appears close to
the sun at this time.
Ancient Greeks
thought the two stars
together made the
Earth hotter.



The metal in the Eiffel
Tower in Paris expands
during the heat of summer, making the Tower
about 6” taller.



In Barrow, Alaska, the
sun doesn’t set for 2
1/2 months during the
summer.
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Join us for These Upcoming Programs!

(Please note—All programs are subject to postponement or cancellation,
depending upon changing Covid-19 restrictions.)
Program Note—Due to Covid-19, we have only presented one in-person program since March. As
with many other organizations, we are trying to adapt by looking at both virtual and in-person
programming options. We’re hoping that this works out. Thank you for being patient as we try to
work through this!

Summer Wildflower Walk (Virtual)— Monday, August 3rd

Have you been wondering what those colorful wildflowers are
that you’re seeing in the road ditches and fields? Well, if you’d like to
learn more about our summer wildflowers, come enjoy a virtual
Summer Wildflower Walk! On Monday, August 3rd, we’ll post a video
about some of this area’s more common summer wildflowers, with
tips for how to best identify them and some information about them, as
well! The video will be posted on our You Tube Channel, with links
also posted on our Facebook and Twitter feeds. Enjoy!

Summer Stargazing (In-Person)—Saturday, August 15th

Meet at the entrance to Thorpe Park at 9:00 PM for a tour of the summer
nighttime sky! The program will last about an hour, during which we’ll observe some of
the brighter stars and constellations, learn how to identify them, and hear interesting
facts about them. Star charts will be available for people to take home afterwards. We
are requesting that people attending the program bring along lawn chairs to assist with
the social distancing. The program will have to be canceled if the skies are cloudy.

Monarch Tagging (Virtual and In-Person)—Wed., Sept. 2nd & Fri., Sept. 4th

This year, our Monarch Tagging program will be conducted in
two parts. First, on Wednesday, September 2nd, we will present our
annual talk about Monarch butterflies and their amazing migration via
Zoom, beginning at 7:00 PM. The program will last about an hour and
will include questions and answers. If you’d like to attend the free online
program, contact Winnebago County Naturalist Lisa Ralls for the Zoom
link. The program will be recorded and available on our You Tube
Channel the next day.
Then, on September 4th, Lisa Ralls will be available at the Thorpe
Park shelter house from 6:00-7:00 PM to demonstrate Monarch tagging.
People can show up at any time during that hour to observe and
participate in the process, and can even bring along their own Monarchs to tag, if they’d like. The
tagging will be done in family groups, to adhere to social distancing guidelines. There will be no
program presented that evening, only the tagging. Hopefully, this hybrid set-up will work well!
If any of our programs need to be postponed or canceled due to weather or coronavirus restrictions,
that announcement will run on KIOW Radio (FM 107.3), on our web site,
on our Facebook page, and on our Twitter feed.
Unless otherwise noted, all programs are free of charge and no preregistration is needed.
For more information, contact Naturalist Lisa Ralls at (641) 565-3390 or at lralls@winnebagoccb.com.
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Watch for Early Migrants
When we think of birds migrating south, we think of
Fall. But, believe it or not, some birds begin their
southern journey sooner than that. In fact, you can
actually catch some migrating birds in August!
Many of these early
migrants are
shorebirds. The dry
conditions of late
summer make for
very good shorebird
habitat, allowing
them to easily find
food as they head
south. Some shorebirds have spent the summer here in
Iowa, but many are just migrating through. But, most
of the shorebirds you see in August are already on their
journey southward.
During August, you may also see pelicans gracefully
gliding on thermals as they slowly head south. And
you may also catch a glimpse of small groups of
nighthawks foraging on insects as they migrate south
in the evening. And, of course, many hummingbirds
also begin their trip south in August, as do many
flycatchers and warblers. Some of these birds (the
nighthawks, hummingbirds, and warblers, for instance)
must leave early because they have a long migration to
make—all the way to South America!
So, although the days are still warm, they are getting
shorter. So, be sure to watch for some of our early
migrants as they begin heading south ahead of the
colder days that they know are coming!

Covid-Safe Fun?
Head Outdoors!
The pandemic has curtailed a lot of
fun activities, such as sporting
events, concerts, movies, and
museum visits. But, you can still
enjoy the outdoors! If you’re bored,
take a walk outdoors, go fishing, go
camping, go geocaching, or put out
some birdfeeders (for some stay-athome entertainment)! Outdoor
activities allow you to socially
Distance, avoid crowds, and where
Covid germs are not as easily transmitted. So, get out
of the house and enjoy the outdoors! It’s a great way to
have fun while staying safe!
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Wildflower Feature—
Blazing Stars
Summer is a wonderful time to view all the colorful
prairie wildflowers we are blessed to have here in
Iowa, some right in our own road ditches! Some of
the easiest to spot, and some of the most beautiful,
are the Blazing Stars. They begin blooming (from
the top down) in July and will often bloom through
September, adding a much-appreciated touch of
bright color to our late summer fields.
There are about 40 species of Blazing Stars and all
are important because they attract many pollinators
such as butterflies, bees, and hummingbirds.
Historically, they were also used medicinally by
many Native Americans and it is said that the roots
taste like carrots. They
spread through seeds or
through underground
roots and corms.
Be sure to look for
these elegant flowers
during the late summer
and early fall!

Songbird Feature—
Goldfinches
A common bird throughout Iowa during the
summer months is the brightly-colored American
Goldfinch! Goldfinches are easy to observe because
they love to visit backyard bird feeders, feeding
mostly on sunflower and thistle seeds. But, it’s only
the males that are bright yellow; the females are a
dull yellow-green color. Goldfinches nest very late
in the summer, from July to September, long after
most other young birds have fledged, using latesummer thistle fluff to line their nests.
Many people are surprised to learn that Goldfinches
do stay in Iowa throughout the winter months, as
well. During the
winter, though, the males
lose their bright colors
and look like females.
But, they are all fun birds
to see at your feeders, no
matter which season it is!
Two Goldfinches (left) feed at a
winter thistle feeder, accompanied
by a Pine Siskin (right).
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Florence Trap Range
Open Again

Thank You to
Our Donors!
The following individuals have contributed to our
Environmental Education Center Capital Campaign
from April through June (along with their current
donation level):
Jim and Karen Meyering (Bluebird)
Jerome and Eunice Clouse (Cardinal)
We also received the following memorial donations:
In Memory of Donnie Solomonson
Roger & Ruth Bachman
Dr. Mike & Laura Solomonson
Rick & Deb Acosta, Craig & Justin
In Memory of Don Grothe
Steve and Kathy Iverson
In Memory of Don and LaVonne Adams
Michael and Regina Adams
In Memory of Mark Sandvik
Sherry Sandvik
Gary and Heather Myers
Forrest and Janice Buffington
Robert and Mary Engelhart
Sherry Kingston
In Memory of Marie Herndon
Steve and Beverly Brackey.
We also received grants and donations from several
organizations. Larson Farms and Trucking donated
$1,000 and the Community Foundation of Northeast
Iowa awarded us another grant of $2,000 to add to
the $5,000 they had already donated. The City of
Forest City also donated $2,000 and Buffalo Center
contributed $500. And, the school districts of Forest
City, Lake Mills, and North Iowa each pledged
$2,500, while Pheasants Forever donated over
(Continued…)

Due to the pandemic, the Florence Trap Shooting Range
did not reopen this past Spring. But, the WCCB recently
decided to open it up once again for public shooting. The
range opened up on Wednesday, July 29th, and will
continue to be open once a week through August.
Depending upon interest and the status of the virus, it
may also continue to be open into the Fall.
The upcoming public shooting dates for the trap range
are all on Wednesdays:
August 5th
August 12th
August 19th
and August 26th.
Shooting times each day will be
from 5:00-7:00 PM. The cost to
shoot at the range will still be $3
for 25 targets. If there is inclement weather, shooting
will have to be canceled and that announcement will be
posted on our web site (www.winnebagoccb.com), our
Facebook page, and our Twitter feed. It will also run on
KIOW Radio (FM 107.3).
Shooters are reminded that they will need to bring their
own gun, ammunition, and eye and ear protection. All
releases are voice-activated and all shooting will be
supervised by a certified Range Safety Officer. For more
information about the Florence Trap Shooting Range or
the public shooting dates, people can contact the
Winnebago County Conservation Board at
641-565-3390.

(...Continued)
$1,000 of native seed that
will be planted at the site.
Finally, the Hanson Family
Foundation also surprised us
with an additional $10,000 grant in Honor of David
L. Kingland. And, the Winnebago County Board of
Supervisors demonstrated their support of our
project by contributing $145,000 toward the new
Center!
Needless to say, it has been a productive few
months for our fundraising efforts! Because of this
support, and the support we have already received,
we have begun site preparation and hope to accept
construction bids this summer. We want to thank
everyone and will continue to accept donations as
we head toward construction! You can find out
about the Center, and how you can help, by visiting our web site at www.winnebagoccb.com.
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A big Thank You goes out to…Steve and Anne Bakke
for donating 4 vintage bird houses and a bat house
Anne’s father Matt Bechtel was a Webelo Leader for many years in
Sheffield, Iowa. He taught his scouts about bluebirds, and they did
research on how to build birdhouses and where to locate them. They
then installed their birdhouses in fields around Sheffield.
Matt also instilled a love of nature in his family. He took them out to
hunt for Morel mushrooms, and look for Spring wildflowers, wild asparagus, and water cress. He also taught them how to identify many
birds by sight and sound and took them camping. He also took them
sledding and ice skating, as well as climbing in the Rocky Mountains.
These houses are a wonderful testament to Matt’s love for nature and
his family. We thank the Bakkes for their contribution!

Enjoy a relaxing stay at the
“The Prairie Country Quarterly” is published,
free of charge, four times a year. Anyone wishing
to be on our mailing list need only send their
name and address to our office listed below. Or, if
you let us know your email address, we can email
it to you, if you’d rather have an electronic
version. The public is also invited to attend our
board meetings which are held at our Thorpe
Park office the second Monday of each month,
beginning at 8:00 A.M.
The Winnebago County Conservation Board
Thorpe Park
34496 110th Avenue
Forest City, IA 50436
Phone: (641)565-3390
Web Site: www.winnebagoccb.com
The WCCB, in the provision of services and
facilities to the public, does not discriminate
against anyone on the basis of race, color, sex,
creed, national origin, or handicap. If anyone
believes that he or she has been subjected to such
discrimination, he or she may file a complaint
with the WCCB at the address above, or with the
Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of
the Interior, Washington, D.C., 20240.

Lake Catherine Cabin!
$77.00/night on Fri. & Sat.,
$61.00/night during the week.
Reserve your stay at
www.winnebagoccb.com.

Don’t Forget to Check Out Our Website!
We want to remind everyone of our web site! It contains
WCCB news, a listing of all of our parks and wildlife areas,
a listing of upcoming programs, and a lot of other
information. You can even read this newsletter there or
download a cabin reservation form. So, check us out at
www.winnebagoccb.com!
Be sure to also “like” us our Facebook page or follow us
on Twitter !

