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WCCB Awarded CAT Grant for
Environmental Education Center
The Enhance Iowa Board of the Iowa Economic Development Authority has
awarded the Winnebago County Conservation Board a $250,000 Community Attraction
and Tourism (CAT) Grant in support of the proposed Winnebago County Environmental
Education Center! The Enhance Iowa Program provides financial incentives to communities for the construction of recreational, cultural, educational or entertainment facilities
that enhance the quality of life in Iowa. The WCCB Grant was awarded at the Board’s
August 20th meeting and will cover approximately 18% of the $1.39 million project. Altogether, over $3.7 million was awarded to twelve different projects across the state of Iowa.
The proposed Education
Center will be centrally-located in the
county along Highway 9/69 north of
Leland and will expand environmental
education opportunities in Winnebago
County. The building will have a postand-beam design with a 28’-high
vaulted ceiling and will encompass
7,680 square feet over two levels. The
structure will incorporate a variety of
green design elements and will meet
ADA specifications for accessibility. It will include a large program room, an exhibit area,
a workshop, a staff meeting room, offices, and a kitchenette. When completed, it will
contain exhibits and interactive displays for visitors and will also be used for programs and
meetings.
The WCCB, and their affiliated foundation (The Friends of Winnebago County
Conservation Foundation) began officially raising money for the Center in June of 2018.
Over the past 2 1/2 years, the two organizations have raised over $1 million for the project,
thanks to many donations from individuals and small businesses, as well as numerous small
and large grants. It is largely due to this wonderful community support that the WCCB was
able to receive the CAT Grant.
With the CAT Grant, the WCCB
and the Friends Foundation have raised
most of their fundraising goal. There are
still some funds that need to be raised,
though, for the finishing touches and for
furnishings once the Center is built. But,
at their October board meeting, the
WCCB voted to move forward! So, soon
after its November meeting, the WCCB
will be releasing the final construction
plans for bid letting, with the bid review
scheduled for January 28th. If bids come in on budget, building construction can then
commence in the Spring, with a Grand Opening later in 2021!
We want to once again thank everyone who has contributed to this project! It’s
been a long haul, but we truly appreciate the support of everyone who has stayed with us
throughout this journey.
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Did You Know?


The new Environmental Education
Center will use both
geothermal and solar
energy.



About 90% of the
county’s population
will be within a 15-20
minute drive of the
Center.



We have received over
275 donations from
individuals and small
businesses to fund the
construction of our
Education Center.



We have received 15
grants in support of our
new Center.
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Fall Programs
Virtual Fall Hike—Friday, November 6th
On this day, we’ll be posting a virtual fall hike on our You Tube
page! The hike will be along the Northland Nature Trail at Thorpe Park,
an interpretive trail that winds around the marsh and past Lake
Catherine. During the hike, we will pause at each stop along the trail
and learn a little about the natural history of north Iowa.
This virtual format will allow you to enjoy the trail from the
comfort and safety of your home. Just visit our You Tube page and
you’ll find the video beginning on November 6th. (Naturally, if you’d
like to then walk the trail yourself, you certainly can! It’s open all year.)

Friday, November 13th—Autumn Stargazing
Join us at the entrance to Thorpe Park at 7:00 PM for an informal
tour of the autumn nighttime sky! We will say goodbye to the Summer
Triangle and the other summer stars, while welcoming Taurus the Bull and
the emerging winter constellations. Bring along a lawn chair for social
distancing, and perhaps a blanket for warmth. Star charts will be handed out
afterwards for people to take home.

And watch for these upcoming winter events…
Snowshoe Hike at Pilot Knob State Park (Saturday, January 30th—1:00 PM)
Winter Book Club (Virtual, Date/Time to be Determined)
Kids’ Wednesday Story Times (Virtual, Dates/Times to be Determined)
If any of our programs need to be postponed or canceled due to weather or coronavirus restrictions,
that announcement will run on KIOW Radio (FM 107.3), on our web site,
on our Facebook page, and on our Twitter feed.
Unless otherwise noted, all programs are free of charge and no preregistration is needed.
For more information, contact Naturalist Lisa Ralls at (641) 565-3390 or at lralls@winnebagoccb.com.

Thank you!
We want to thank the following people for contributing to our Environmental Education Center
Capital Campaign from July through mid-October (along with their current donation level). We truly
appreciate all the support!
James Jacobson—In Memory of Larry Kearney
(Chickadee)

Orin and Jan Harris (Goldfinch)

Keith and Bev Finer Family (Goldfinch)

The Family of Gloria and Cleo Langfald
(Trumpeter Swan)

Dave and Sue Kingland (Goldfinch)

Susan Schoning (Bald Eagle)
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Meet Our Newest Employee—Nicole Templeton
The Winnebago County Conservation Board recently hired Nicole Templeton for the newly-created
position of Natural Resource Technician. Nicole had previously worked for the WCCB as a seasonal
employee the past four summers and was working for the WCCB this summer when she was hired for the
full-time position.
Nicole has provided a brief introduction to herself: “Hi! My name is Nicole
Templeton and I am the new Natural
Resource Technician for the Winnebago
County Conservation Board. I grew up in
Thompson, IA, and have lived nearly my
whole life here in Winnebago County. I
graduated from Forest City High School in
2012 and went on to college at Iowa State
University. I graduated from ISU in 2016
with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Animal Ecology. Ever since I was little, I
have enjoyed doing things like horseback
riding, hunting, fishing, and basically anything outdoors. I am very excited for this
new opportunity and look forward to
serving Winnebago County and getting to
know more of its residents!”
Among other things, Nicole’s job
duties will include maintaining county parks and wildlife areas, carrying out habitat management plans,
helping to implement the WCCB’s Noxious Weed Policy and Integrated Roadside Vegetation Management
Program, maintaining equipment, maintaining river accesses, and assisting with educational and outreach
efforts. These duties will involve many diverse tasks such as conducting prescribed burns and roadside
spraying, planting and maintaining food plots and other types of wildlife habitat, maintaining signage and
fencing on WCCB areas, and interacting with the public.
We welcome Nicole and invite you to introduce yourself if you see her out and about in the county!

The Winnebago County Conservation Board…
It’s been a while since we’ve reminded people who
makes up the Winnebago County Conservation Board. The
Board consists of five members that are appointed by the
Winnebago County Supervisors. They serve five-year unpaid
terms, after which they can be reappointed. The members are
responsible for hiring and overseeing the Board’s employees, as
well as approving such things as the county’s annual conservation budget, land acquisitions, and major equipment purchases.
Each of Iowa’s 99 counties has a County Conservation
Board, which makes Iowa unique in the country. These boards
have responsibilities similar to the Iowa DNR, but operate on a
more local level, and are funded by county tax dollars instead of
state tax dollars. If you have any questions, comments, or
concerns about conservation issues here in Winnebago County,
be sure to talk with one of our dedicated board members!
WCCB Members from left to right...Julie Hagenson (Thompson), Tim Missal
(Forest City), Jeff Schmidt (Leland), Mike Korth (Forest City), and Nancy
Helm (Forest City).

P age 4

WCCB News
Check out our new dock!
The next time you visit Thorpe Park, be sure to check out
our new dock, just down the hill from the Lake Catherine
Cabin! Funding for the dock was made possible by a grant
from the Hanson Family Foundation and will give cabin
renters and other park users an additional spot to fish or
launch a canoe or kayak. Enjoy!

Hunting Restrictions at the Thorpe Complex

2020 Camping and Cabin Use
Break Records
Covid-19 forced many people to stay close to home
this summer and many of them headed outdoors!
That was reflected in the numbers of people visiting
our county parks this year! Campground usage was
up 100% at Thorpe Park and an astounding 300% at
Dahle Park, despite the fact that we restricted our
campgrounds to 50%
occupancy for most of the
year. It was also a recordbreaking year at the Lake
Catherine Cabin, even
though we closed the
cabin for about two months.
And, although no usage numbers are kept of
shooters at the Hogsback Target Shooting Range, it
was obvious that usage increased dramatically there
this year, as well, as evidenced by how often the
backstops had to be replaced and the fact that the
freewill donations at the site tripled. (All money
collected at the range goes back into range maintenance.)
We were glad to see so many people taking
advantage of the outdoor opportunities we have
available here in Winnebago County! Hopefully,
the people that discovered what we have to offer
will continue to visit our county parks long after the
pandemic is over!

The Winnebago County Conservation Board
wants to remind people that all of Thorpe
Park is closed to deer and turkey hunting
and Lake Catherine is closed to waterfowl
hunting. Thorpe Park is open to other forms
of hunting, though, and the Thorpe
Recreation Area to the southeast and the
Russ Wildlife Area to the west are open to
all hunting. For a map of the Thorpe
Complex boundaries, people can visit our
web site at www.winnebagoccb.com.

Thank You!

The WCCB would like to thank Jason Sturgal
of Thompson for his volunteer work helping to
keep the Hogsback Target Shooting Range
clean and trimmed. We appreciate all you’ve
been doing, Jason! Thank you!
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Winnebago County Conservation Board
Thorpe Park
34496 110th Avenue
Forest City, IA 50436

Phone: (641) 565-3390
Web Site: www.winnebagoccb.com

Address Service Requested

Your Winnebago County
Conservation Board

If you observe poaching, or
any violation of Iowa’s
wildlife laws, please call the
Turn In Poachers (TIP)
Hotline. By doing so, you help
to protect the wildlife
resources that belong to all of
us. And, you can even
receive a reward!

Director
Robert Schwartz
(rschwartz@winnebagoccb.com)
Naturalist
Lisa Ralls
(lralls@winnebagoccb.com)

Also, be sure to donate $2 to
the TIP program when you
buy your hunting or fishing
license. That money helps
fund TIP investigations and
rewards. Thank you!

Natural Resource Manager
Rick Lillie
(rlillie@winnebagoccb.com)
Natural Resource Technician
Nicole Templeton
(ntempleton@winnebagoccb.com)
Board Members
Julie Hagenson, Thompson
Nancy Helm, Forest City
Mike Korth, Forest City
Tim Missal, Forest City
Jeff Schmidt, Leland

“The Prairie Country Quarterly” is published,
free of charge, four times a year. Please let us
know if you’d like to subscribe to this publication
either through the mail or electronically. The
public is also invited to attend our board meetings which are held at our Thorpe Park office on
the second Monday of each month,
beginning at 8:00 A.M.
The Winnebago County Conservation Board
Thorpe Park
34496 110th Avenue
Forest City, IA 50436
Phone: (641)565-3390
Web Site: www.winnebagoccb.com
The WCCB, in the provision of services and
facilities to the public, does not discriminate
against anyone on the basis of race, color, sex,
creed, national origin, or handicap. If anyone
believes that he or she has been subjected to such
discrimination, he or she may file a complaint
with the WCCB at the address above, or with the
Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of
the Interior, Washington, D.C., 20240.

Enjoy a relaxing stay at the
Lake Catherine Cabin!
$77.00/night on Fri. & Sat.,
$61.00/night during the week.
Reserve your stay at
www.winnebagoccb.com.

Don’t Forget to Check Out Our Website!
We want to remind everyone of our web site! It contains
WCCB news, a listing of all of our parks and wildlife areas,
a listing of upcoming programs, and a lot of other
information. You can even read this newsletter there or
download a cabin reservation form. So, check us out at
www.winnebagoccb.com!
Be sure to also “like” us our Facebook page or follow us
on Twitter !

