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Environmental Education Center
Capital Campaign Begins!
Earlier this summer, we began our Capital Campaign to raise money for our proposed environmental education center! We are now well into this fundraising stage and hope to have
most of the $1.2 million raised by the end of this year or early next year. So, with some
hard work and a little luck, we hope to be able to break ground in 2019 and enjoy a grand
opening sometime in 2020.
The new facility is needed because our current building at Thorpe Park is outdated,
small, and not easily accessible. Our new
center will use modern energy-saving technologies, be almost four times bigger, will be
handicap-accessible, and will be located near
the center of the county along US Highway
69 north of Leland.
The post and beam wooden structure will contain an exhibit area, a 90-seat presentation
room, a workshop, a meeting room, offices, storage areas, a serving area, and a wraparound porch overlooking an expansive prairie with wetlands. It will be used for school
and youth programs and field trips, public programs and outdoor events, and as a meeting
location for local organizations. In addition, the exhibit room will contain interpretive and
interactive natural history displays that people will be able to stop by and enjoy.
After several years of developing the plans for this environmental education center, our
fundraising efforts finally began this summer and are progressing nicely! We will not be
using any county tax dollars to construct the center, so individual donations will be very
important, no matter how big or small. We are also applying for many grants and have already received a couple very nice grants from 3M ($27,000) and the Kinney-Lindstrom
Foundation ($25,000). We are very appreciative of all the money that people and organizations have so generously contributed!
As you can tell, we are excited about this new
center and the wonderful educational opportunities it will provide for Winnebago County
citizens, as well as tourists traveling through the
county! If you’d like to help us make this dream
become a reality, you can donate by using the
pledge form that is inserted into this newsletter
or by going to our web site (www.winnebagoccb.com) and making an online contribution.
And, since all donations are made to the Friends of Winnebago County Conservation
Foundation, a 501c3 nonprofit, all contributions tax-deductible. All donations will be recognized on our web site and here in our newsletter and those of $250 or more will also be
recognized in the center, once it is constructed. We are confident that our fundraising will
continue on a steady pace throughout the year and that we will soon have a wonderful facility to present to the public! Please be sure to contact us if you have any questions or
comments about this project.
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Facts about the
Education Center


The new building
will be two levels
and cover 7,860
square feet.



It will be located on
325 acres of prairie
dotted with several
wetlands.



The main floor will
have a 28’ vaulted
ceiling.



It will be powered
mostly by solar panels on the roof and a
geothermal system
underneath.



Over 2,800 school
children from three
school districts will
be within a 15minute drive of the
new center.
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Join Us For These Fun Programs!
Summer Stargazing—Saturday, August 11th

Meet at the Pilot Knob State Park tower at 9:15 PM for an informal tour of the
summer nighttime sky! You will learn how to identify some of the brighter stars and
constellations, and also learn interesting facts about them. Three planets will also be
visible and a few meteors may also make an appearance! The program will last about
45-60 minutes and star charts will be available for everyone to take home afterwards.

3D Archery Shoot—Sunday, August 19th

During this fun and challenging event sponsored by Bear Creek Outdoors, you can
try your luck by taking aim at over 30 3D archery targets placed throughout Thorpe Park!
Prizes will even be awarded in different age categories. The event will run from 9:00 AM
until 3:00 PM and an entry fee of $10-$15 will be charged. For more information, visit
www.bearcreekoutdoors.com.

Monarch Tagging—Thursday, August 30th

Come learn the story of the Monarch butterfly’s amazing migration, as well as the decline of the butterfly in recent years and what can be
done to stop it. Then, you can help tag Monarchs to assist scientists as they learn
more about the butterfly and how to best protect it! The presentation will begin at
6:00 PM at the Thorpe Park shelterhouse, and the tagging will run from 6:30-8:00
PM, although you can come and go at anytime. Some butterflies will be available
to tag, but nets will be available if you’d like to catch your own to tag or you can
bring your own from home!
If any of our programs need to be postponed or canceled, that announcement will run on
KIOW Radio (FM 107.3), on our web site, on our Facebook page, and on our Twitter feed.

Dragonflies & Damselflies
We see them flying around all summer and usually just call them “dragonflies.” But many of those
“dragonflies” are actually damselflies. So, how do you tell them apart? It’s easy to do and it can be a great
way to impress your friends with your scientific expertise!
Both dragonflies and damselflies belong to the order Odonata, a very ancient group of insects that date
back over 250 million years. In many ways, they remain unchanged since that time. Both dragonflies and damselflies have very large eyes, slender bodies, two pairs of transparent wings, and aquatic larva. In fact they
spend most of their lives in the larval stage underwater, where they breathe
through gills and prey upon other aquatic insects. When it’s time to become
an adult, they crawl out of the water, their skin splits open, and the adult
emerges, leaving the old skin behind.
But, there are differences between dragonflies and damselflies. The
most obvious difference is that dragonflies rest with their wings horizontal,
off to their sides, while damselflies rest with their wings folded over their
bodies. A dragonfly’s back wings are also slightly larger than their front
wings, while damselfly wings are all the same size. There are also differences in their eggs and larva.
So, the next time you see a “dragonfly” zip past, take a closer look at
it. It may be a damselfly! In either case, what you’re seeing is one of 5,000
Odonata species that have roamed the Earth for millions of years!
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WCCB Launches New Web Site
Earlier this year, we launched a new web site (see below)! It features a new, user-friendly menu on the
homepage, as well as an availability calendar for our Lake Catherine Cabin. You can also see what events are
coming up on a month-by-month basis. Perhaps best of all, you can now reserve our cabin online (although
you still need to mail in your payment) and can even donate to our Environmental Education Center Capital
Campaign online. And, if you’re traveling, the web site is now mobile-friendly and is customized for phones,
tablets, and other mobile devices. In the coming months, we will be adding new maps of all of our areas and
will be adding a new web camera. We hope you enjoy our new web site and we hope that it helps you to keep
better in touch and more informed about the WCCB!

Friends of Winnebago County Conservation Foundation, Inc.
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Thank You!
To 3M for their $27,000 Eco Grant towards our new
Environmental Education Center
To the Kinney-Lindstrom Foundation for their $25,000 grant
towards our new Environmental Education Center
Then as to scenery…While I know the standard claim is that Yosemite, Niagara Falls, and
the upper Yellowstone and the like, afford the greatest natural shows, I am not sure but
the Prairies and Plains, while less stunning at first sight, last longer, fill the aesthetic sense
fuller, precede all the rest, and make North America’s characteristic landscape.
—Walt Whitman

Enjoy a relaxing stay at the
Lake Catherine Cabin!

“The Prairie Country Quarterly” is published,
free of charge, four times a year. Anyone wishing
to be on our mailing list need only send their
name and address to our office listed below. The
public is also invited to attend our board meetings which are held at our Thorpe Park office the
second Monday of each month,
beginning at 8:00 A.M.
The Winnebago County Conservation Board
Thorpe Park
34496 110th Avenue
Forest City, IA 50436
Phone: (641)565-3390
Web Site: www.winnebagoccb.com
The WCCB, in the provision of services and
facilities to the public, does not discriminate
against anyone on the basis of race, color, sex,
creed, national origin, or handicap. If anyone
believes that he or she has been subjected to such
discrimination, he or she may file a complaint
with the WCCB at the address above, or with the
Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of
the Interior, Washington, D.C., 20240.

$73.50/night on Fri. and Sat. and
$57.75/night during the week
Reserve now at
www.winnebagoccb.com

Don’t Forget to Check Out Our Website!
We want to remind everyone of our web site! It contains
WCCB news, a listing of all of our parks and wildlife areas,
a listing of upcoming programs, and a lot of other
information. You can even read this newsletter there or
download a cabin reservation form. So, check us out at
www.winnebagoccb.com!
You can also “like” us on our Facebook page, sign up
for our Twitter feed, or check us out on Pinterest!

