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WCCB Acquires Ruger Tract
The Winnebago County Conservation Board has recently completed acquisition of a 40acre expansion of a wildlife and public hunting area. The newly-acquired Ruger Tract is
located 3 1/4-miles north of Buffalo Center along County Road R20, one mile west of the
Quam Wildlife Area.
The area was purchased from John Ruger and Jane Rump and doubles the size of the existing Dearing Wildlife Area that was acquired in 2016. Ruger and Rump had originally
offered to sell the property in 2014 after it had been enrolled into the Wetland Reserve
Program by the family. The Wetland Reserve Program pays the owner for an easement to
remove the cropping rights.
The easement agreement also requires the owner to restore or
enhance wetlands and plant nesting cover, usually native
grasses and forbs, on the uplands. That not only provides
critical wildlife habitat, but also improves water quality by
reducing runoff. Several wetlands have been restored and the
rest of the area was replanted this past fall to a pollinator mix of
native wildflowers and grasses. A pollinator mix is made up of
dozens of wildflower and grass species that are not only
beneficial to game and non-game animals, but will also attract
pollinating insects. As a result, the addition of the Ruger Tract
will provide much needed wildlife and pollinator habitat, as
well as hunting opportunities, in a part of the county that has
only one other public hunting area.
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The area is open to hunting, trapping, birdwatching and other compatible uses and the
boundaries will soon be posted with Winnebago County Conservation Board Public
Hunting signs. The wildlife area can be accessed on the west side of the property from
County Road R20 or in the southeast corner of the area off of 470th St.

The WCCB manages over 30 areas,
including parks,
wildlife areas,
trails, and shooting
ranges.



Funding for the acquisition came from a State of Iowa Wildlife Habitat Stamp Grant, a
North American Wetland Conservation Act (NAWCA) grant, and
from ITC Midwest funds in exchange for an easement granted by
Winnebago County to construct a
new transmission line across
another county owned wildlife
area. No county tax dollars were
used for this purchase.

Many WCCB areas can be found
along the Winnebago River and
make up the Winnebago River
Greenbelt.



In addition to the
typical Iowa
animals, rarer
species such as
Trumpeter Swans,
Sandhill Cranes,
and even
Whooping Cranes
have been observed at WCCBmanaged areas!

For more information about the
Ruger Tract, the Dearing Wildlife
Area, or other Winnebago County
Conservation Board areas, please
call 641-565-3390 or visit our web
site at: www.winnebagoccb.com.
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Check Out These Winter Programs!
Owls—Predators of the Night (Wednesday, February 7th, 7:00 PM)
Winter is a wonderful time to listen for owls! Many species nest during the
late winter months and vocalize to establish their territories, bond with their
mates, and fend off intruders. To learn more about these mysterious birds you may
be hearing, join Naturalist Lisa Ralls at the Titonka Savings Bank basement
meeting room for a fascinating talk about owls! Learn how to identify different
owl calls and how the various owl species in Iowa differ. In addition to various
owl mounts, there will also be hands-on items for people to touch and view, including wings, feathers, feet, and pellets. There will also be a question and answer
period at the end, as well as handouts for the kids.

Antler Scoring Workshop (Saturday, February 17th, 10:00 AM-Noon)
Do you have a pair of antlers that you think may be record-setters and you’d
like to have them scored? Well, bring them to the multi-purpose room at the Forest
City YMCA any time during the workshop to have them scored. Even if you don’t
have any antlers to bring along, everyone is welcome to come see what other people bring in!
**There may be snowshoeing or ice-fishing programs scheduled over the next couple months, depending upon snow and ice conditions. Please watch the local press,
as well as our web site, Facebook page, and Twitter feed for information about
these possible events.

Will 2018 be The Conservation Trust Fund’s Year?
As the Iowa legislature begins their 2018 session, one question is on the mind of many environmentalists:
Will Iowa lawmakers finally fund the Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund? The Trust
Fund (otherwise known as Iowa’s Water and Land Legacy, or IWiLL) was approved by voters in 2010, requiring that the next time the state sales tax is increased, 3/8 of a cent would be dedicated to fund conservation projects to improve Iowa’s water quality, protect our soil resources, and create quality wildlife habitats.
Over 63% of Iowa voters voted in favor of creating the Fund.
Unfortunately, 7 years later, the Fund remains empty because the Iowa legislature has never agreed to raise
the sales tax, despite the fact that voters approved the raise. In fact, in a November, 2017, poll, 69% of Iowans now favor that 3/8 of a cent increase in the state sales tax to finance the Trust Fund. Iowans realize that
a healthy environment is well worth the small cost we would all pay.
Although the cost to each of us would be small, the tax itself would generate over $187 million a year in revenue. This money is sorely needed. Half of our streams, rivers, and lakes are impaired and we lose 5 tons of
soil a year for every acre of farmland. In addition, we’ve lost over 5
million acres of wetlands and, over just the last 20 years, more than
1.6 million acres of wildlife habitat. When we lose these things, we
lose economic benefits, wildlife, and a quality standard of living.
We can do better. If you’d like to learn how you can help make the
Trust Fund that Iowans voted for become a reality, be sure to visit
www.iowaswaterandlandlegacy.org and get involved!
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Environmental Education Center 2017 Review
Last year was a good year for progress on our proposed environmental education center! The WCCB
and our Friends of Winnebago County Conservation Foundation finalized preliminary floor plans and cost estimates ($1.1-$1.2 million). We purchased presentation boards to help promote the new center and developed a
brochure about the center. And, we increased our Foundation membership in 2017 and received some very
nice donations! To help us continue this success, we also hired a consultant to help with the fundraising phase
of the project, which will begin in earnest this year.
This year, be sure to look for public meetings that we will be holding in communities throughout the
county to introduce people to our new center. Likewise, if you would like us to come speak to your group,
we’d be more than happy to do so! One of the most often asked questions we received about the center in 2017
(and one we’re sure we’ll continue to hear throughout the new year) is “When will this center be built?” Unfortunately, there really is no good answer to that, since the construction timeline depends upon our 2018 fundraising. But, we’re hoping that we’ll have a successful fundraising year and, if we do, we may be able to begin
construction very soon afterwards.
So, we want to take this opportunity to thank our Foundation members and everyone who has contributed over the last year. We are not planning to use any tax dollars for this project, so it will be memberships, donations, and grants that will fund this project. Needless to say, without the support of our Foundation
members and other donors, we would not be able to undertake this amazing project! We truly appreciate the
support we’ve received so far and are looking forward to a prosperous 2018!
Environmental Education Center—Front View

Environmental Education Center—Back View

Friends of Winnebago County Conservation Foundation, Inc.

Membership Form—Please fill out and return with payment to: WCCB, 34496 110th Avenue, Forest City, IA, 50436
Checks should be made payable to the “Friends of Winnebago County Conservation Foundation, Inc.”

Name
Address

City

Phone Number

State

E-mail Address (optional)

Donor Level—Please Check One
Student ($5)

Small Business ($100)

Individual ($10)

Corporate Business ($250)

Family ($25)

Thank you and welcome to the Foundation!

Zip
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Feathers—Nature’s Amazing Adaptation!
Birdwatching is one of the most popular hobbies in the United States. According to the US Fish and Wildlife
Service, over 45 million people birdwatch and they contribute about $41 billion to the economy through money spent on equipment and trips. Altogether, this money has helped to create 660,000 jobs.
One of the fun aspects of birdwatching is identifying what you see. But, many birdwatchers don’t know about
the actual things they are looking at. We’re not talking about the birds themselves, but their feathers. Feathers
are unique to birds; no other kind of animal has them. They are amazing, ancient structures (dating back
almost 160 million years) that help birds to fly, keep them warm and dry, camouflage them, and help them to
attract mates. Feathers are lightweight, yet incredibly strong. They are simple, yet complex; and are vitally
important. But, we often overlook them, even as we’re observing the birds themselves.
Each bird you see has thousands of feathers. The feathers are made of keratin, the same protein that is found
in hair, fingernails, claws, hooves, and horns. Most feathers have the same basic structure. They all have a
hollow shaft on which is attached the vane. The vane is typically made up of over 1,000 barbs. Most barbs
also contain over 1,000 barbules. And the barbules each have barbicels which hook together like Velcro to
keep the feather held together. And of course, it is the vane, and all its component parts, that gives a feather its
color.
If you’re able to look at a bird up close, you will notice that each bird actually has several different kinds of
feathers. The most obvious feathers you see are the contour feathers that cover most of a bird’s body. They lie
flat, overlapping each other, protecting the bird and giving the bird its characteristic shape and color. Birds
can also raise their contour feathers up to create pockets of insulating body heat when the weather gets cold.
Under the contour feathers are down feathers. These feathers are generally small and very fluffy. They are
specifically designed to trap air and keep birds warm, but they also
provide buoyancy, something especially important for water birds.
Some baby birds are completely covered with down feathers until
they can regulate their body temperature and their contour feathers
come in. And some female birds will pluck their own down feathers
out to line their nests and cover their eggs to keep their eggs warm.
Flight feathers are another common feather type. These are the
feathers found along a bird’s wing. Although their job is to provide
lift and flight, there are usually no more than a few dozen of these
feathers on a bird. They are typically curved, with the vane being
asymmetrical, so they are easy to identify.
In addition to the above feather types, there are three other varieties that are less obvious to see. Semiplume
feathers look like they’re half contour feathers and half down feathers, and are found between those two. They
provide both insulation, as well as support for the contour feathers. Filoplume feathers are not like other
feathers in that they very long and thin and are mostly just a thin shaft with little, if any, vane. Although it is
not certain what filoplume feathers are used for, it’s believed that they may sense movement, helping birds to
better make flight decisions. They are also sometimes used in mating displays. Finally, birds also have bristle
feathers. These are actually more like long hairs than like typical feathers and are often found around birds’
beaks and eyes. They act much like whiskers do for a mammal, allowing birds to feel things. Bristle feathers
around woodpecker beaks also help to filter out sawdust as they peck away at trees.
Feathers are incredible adaptations that have allowed birds to inhabit almost every corner of our planet. So,
the next time you observe the birds at your bird feeder, or you head to the nearest lake, field, or woods to see
what birds you can find, be sure to think about what you’re actually looking at—thousands of feathers, each a
wonderful and essential marvel of natural engineering!
(Information is from the book, Feathers by Stan Tekiela, Adventure Publications, 2014.)
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Thank You...

To everyone who became a member of, or donated to,
our Friends of Winnebago County Conservation
Foundation in 2017.
We truly appreciate your generosity!
In January, one may follow a skunk track, or search for bands on the chickadee, or
see what young pines the deer have browsed, or what muskrat houses the mink have
dug, with only an occasional and mild digression into other doings. January observation can be almost as simple and peaceful as snow, and almost as continuous as cold.
There is time not only to see who has done what, but to speculate why.
Aldo Leopold, “A Sand County Almanac”

Enjoy a relaxing stay at the
Lake Catherine Cabin!

“The Prairie Country Quarterly” is published,
free of charge, four times a year. Anyone wishing
to be on our mailing list need only send their
name and address to our office listed below. The
public is also invited to attend our board meetings which are held at our Thorpe Park office the
second Monday of each month,
beginning at 8:00 A.M.
The Winnebago County Conservation Board
Thorpe Park
34496 110th Avenue
Forest City, IA 50436
Phone: (641)565-3390
Web Site: www.winnebagoccb.com
The WCCB, in the provision of services and
facilities to the public, does not discriminate
against anyone on the basis of race, color, sex,
creed, national origin, or handicap. If anyone
believes that he or she has been subjected to such
discrimination, he or she may file a complaint
with the WCCB at the address above, or with the
Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of
the Interior, Washington, D.C., 20240.

$73.50/night—Fri. and Sat.
$57.75/night—Sun. to Thurs.
You can check available dates
on our web site!

Don’t Forget to Check Out Our Website!
We want to remind everyone of our web site! It contains
WCCB news, a listing of all of our parks and wildlife areas,
a listing of upcoming programs, and a lot of other
information. You can even read this newsletter there or
download a cabin reservation form. So, check us out at
www.winnebagoccb.com!
You can also “like” us on our Facebook page, sign up
for our Twitter feed, or check us out on Pinterest!

