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Did You Know? 

Outdoor Activities Help Iowaôs Economy 

 

Some people tend to think that money spent on conservation is a luxury, money that could 

be better spent elsewhere. But conservation spending is truly an investment. It is an invest-

ment in our future. It assures that we have clean air and water, as well as healthy wildlife 

populations. But, what many people donôt realize is that conservation is also good for the 

economy! 

 

For instance, according to the Iowa DNR, there are over a million wildlife watchers in Iowa 

and about 243,000 hunters. Each year, those people, as well as people from outside the 

state, spend $342 million just watching wildlife and hunters spend $443 million. What do 

they spend their money on, besides equipment? Well, they spend money at local motels, gas 

stations, restaurants, etc. As an example, a few years back, we had a pair of rare red cross-

bills that showed up at Thorpe Park. We put the word out and dozens of people showed up 

from all over the Midwest to see them. Most all of them said that they were going to stop by 

a local restaurant for lunch or that they needed to fill up the car before heading home. 

Thatôs an economic impact! 

 

Likewise, fishing brings money to local economies, as well. One-third of all Iowans fish 

and they spend $362 million a year on their hobby. In fact, the DNR estimates that fishing 

creates over 7,000 jobs in Iowa. That, too, is an economic impact! 

 

In fact, every type of outdoor recreation brings money into local economies. According to 

the Iowa Association of County Conservation Boards, for every night a person spends 

camping in Iowa, they generate $54.70 for the local economy. (Multiply that for each mem-

ber of a camping family.) In addition, each person canoeing down a river contributes $35 to 

the local economy, each park visitor spends $15 a day, and each person walking a trail 

spends $7 a day. And each acre of hunting land brings in $400 a year to the local economy. 

These all add up to significant economic impacts! 

 

Since many of these activities are ñfreeò (we usually donôt directly spend money to walk a 

trail or visit a park), we tend to forget how much money we spend getting to these areas in 

the first place, or buying the food that weôll eat 

along that trail or at that park. But, these recreation-

al activities are very important to a lot of people; 

and many of us will spend a good deal of money to 

get away from the hustle and bustle of everyday 

life and enjoy what the great outdoors has to offer.  

 

So, the next time someone proposes spending mon-

ey for a few acres of wildlife habitat or to keep a 

lake or river clean, donôt consider that money wast-

ed. Consider it an investment. And one that we all 

will benefit from in the future, both environmental-

ly and economically. 

¶ From 1996-2006, 

wildlife-related 

activities in the 

U.S., such as bird 

watching and pho-

tography, increased 

13%.  

 

¶ U.S. spending by 

wildlife watchers 

increased 19% over 

that time period. 

 

¶ In 2006 alone, 

Americans spent 

over $120 billion 

on all wildlife and 

outdoor-related 

activities.  

 

¶ More than 25 mil-

lion visits a year 

are made to Iowa 

state parks and 

lakes, while anoth-

er 23 million visits 

are made to county 

parks. That equals 

$2.63 billion in 

spending and 

27,400 jobs. 
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If any of the above programs needs to be postponed or canceled, that announcement will run on  
KIOW Radio (FM 107.3), on our web site, and on our Facebook page.  

 

Unless otherwise noted, all programs are free of charge and no preregistration is needed.  
For more information, contact Lisa Ralls at (641) 565 -3390 or at lralls@winnebagoccb.com.  

Springôs here! Get out and enjoy it! 

 

Spring StargazingðMonday, April 4th 
 Meet at the entrance to Thorpe Park at 8:30 PM for a nighttime tour of the sky! Learn how to 

identify some of the brighter stars and constellations and take home a star chart. In case of clouds, the 

program will be postponed or canceled.  

 

Arbor Day Tree GiveawayðWednesday, April 27th 

 Stop by the Thorpe Park office for a free tree seedling to commemorate Arbor Day. We will be 

handing out 17ò-24ò red oak, white pine, and sugar maple seedlings between 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM. 

Quantities will be limited to insure that as many people as possible are able to obtain a tree. 

 

Operation ReLeafðWednesday, May 4th 
 Order your trees now through this excellent program made possible 

by Alliant Energy and the Iowa DNR. For only $25, you can order high-

quality shade trees that would normally retail for up to $75. The trees will be 

distributed on May 4th at the Winnebago County Fairgrounds in Thompson 

from 4:00-6:00 PM. For more information, or to order up to two trees, check 

out the order form on page 5! 

 

Spring Wildflower WalkðMonday, May 9th 
 Meet at the Pilot Knob State Park shelter house at 6:30 PM for an hour-long walk to observe 

springôs bountiful wildflowers! We will see columbines, bellworts, trout lilies, and wild geraniums, 

among many others, and learn fascinating tidbits about each one.  

 

Morning Bird WalkðSaturday, May 21st 
 Meet once again at the Pilot Knob State Park shelter house for a leisurely stroll, this time to 

look for springôs fabulous array of migrant birds. The walk will begin at 9:00 AM and last about an 

hour. Bring along a pair of binoculars and a field guide, if youôd like! 

 

Family Fishing NightðFriday, May 27th 
 Bring the family fishing at Thorpe Parkôs Lake Catherine from 6:00-8:30 PM! 

There will be free handouts, snacks and a few demonstrations. Fishing poles will be 

available for those who might need them, and bait will also be available. 
 

Winnebago River CleanupðSunday, June 5th 

 Join with other citizens to help keep our Winnebago River Water Trail clean! The Winnebago 

Streamkeepers will be cleaning the river from Dahle Park to Pammel Park, beginning at 1:00 PM. 

There will be a couple canoes available, but people are encouraged to bring their own, if they have 

them. For more information, contact Russ Garfin at 641-590-5617 or at rgarfin@winnebagoind.com. 
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News from the WCCB 

Trap Range Update 

 

Thanks to many partners, the WCCB will open the Florence Recrea-

tion Area Trap Range this spring! The range is located between 

Thompson and Buffalo Center, just south of Highway 9. In addition 

to the trap thrower that was installed last year, a ñPat Trapò was pur-

chased this winter, thanks to a DNR grant and generous donations 

from the Winnebago-Hancock Chapter of Ducks Unlimited and the 

Rice Lake Ikes High School Trap Team. The new thrower has been 

installed and the range will open soon, making it the first new trap 

range in the county in over 40 years! 

 

The Rice Lake Ikes Team will start practicing at the new range in March (weather permitting), followed by the 

Winnebago County 4H Sharp Shooters Trap Team in April. There is also a good possibility, thanks to more 

volunteers, that we may be able to see public shooting nights starting in April. Discussion is underway between 

the WCCB and a volunteer group of range safety officers that would supervise any public shooting at the range. 

Keep checking our web site (www.winnebagoccb.com) for updates.  

 

This range would not have been possible if it were not for many generous donations of labor, materials, and 

money. We would like to thank the following for their contributions to date: 

Emerald Ash Borer Reminder 

 As spring and summer approach, we want to remind people that the 

WCCB has imposed a firewood restriction at our campgrounds. The policy 

reads as follows: In accordance with state and federal guidelines, the Conser-

vation Board hereby prohibits the importation of firewood from select sites 

under the federal Emerald Ash Borer quarantine and/or Iowa counties under 

the Iowa Department of Land Stewardship quarantine, and is hereby adopted 

for all lands under the Conservation Boardôs control. So, to prevent the spread 

of the emerald ash borer, please use only local firewood or firewood that is 

certified as coming from nonquarantined areas when visiting our parks this year. Thank you! 

New Geocaches in WCCB Areas 

 Several new geocaches have been placed on WCCB areas! There are now 12 geocaches on our areas. 

So, this year, get out and do a little geocaching close to home! And, feel free to explore our areas while look-

ing for these caches. If youôre new to geocaching, or want to know more about the activity, visit 

www.geocaching.com.  

Rice Lake Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited 

Winnebago County/ISU Extension 

The Winnebago County 4H Sharp Shooters Club 

Winnebago/Hancock Chapter of Ducks Unlimited 

John K. and Luise V. Hanson Foundation 

Winnebago Industries Foundation 

Tim Martinson Electric 

Farmers Coop Association 

Kinney Lindstrom Foundation 

Top of Iowa Toms Chapter of the Natôl. Wild Turkey Fed. 

Bill Rygh Construction 

Shropshire Lumber Company 

Robins Blacksmithing 

A & B Welding 

Yohn Ready Mix 

Logan Anderson Contracting 
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Check Out Our Facebook Page! 
 

Did you know that the Winnebago County Conservation Board has a Facebook page?! 
Go to Facebook.com and join the Winnebago County Conservation Board!  

We look forward to òmeetingó you! 

Celebrate Trees!  

Celebrate Arbor Day! 

 

We all know that  planting 

trees is one of the best 

things we can do to help 

out the environment. 

Thatôs one of the reasons 

why we commemorate 

Arbor Day every year. 

(This year, Arbor Day will 

be on April 29th, although 

our Tree Giveaway will be 

on the 27th.) But, not 

many of us realize just 

how helpful trees can be! 

 

For instance, trees planted 

on the south or west side of your house can shade your 

house in the summer, thus cooling it down and saving 

you energy. If those trees are deciduous trees, then they 

will shed their leaves in the winter, allowing the sun-

light to warm up your house during those months or 

provide your house with natural light. 

 

Also, trees are excellent windbreaks, especially ever-

greens. They cut down on wind erosion in open areas 

and their roots  also help to hold soil in place. In addi-

tion, they absorb carbon dioxide and produce oxygen. 

How helpful is that! 

 

We canôt forget about some of the other very obvious 

benefits of trees, as well. For one thing, they provide 

excellent wildlife habitat for many different species. 

And itôs not just birds that depend on trees, but also 

deer, raccoons, squirrels, etc. And we also get a lot of 

food from trees, including all the fruit we eat.  

 

Finally, we canôt forget that trees provide us with re-

markable beauty and give us wonderful places to hike 

and camp and sit. Just imagine a world without the 

peaceful beauty of trees! The wonder of treesðthatôs 

what Arbor Day is all about! 

Easy Earth Day Tips 

 

Donôt forget that Earth Day is coming up on April 

22nd! Earth Day is a day we set aside to rededicate 

ourselves to protecting the environment. Many 

people hear about the global issues affecting us 

today and feel that there is not much we can do to 

solve those problems. But, itôs only through the 

concerted efforts of all of us that we can hope to 

address the issues facing us. But, those efforts do 

not have to be major ones. In other words, if each 

of us does even a little, it will add up to a lot! So, 

with that in mind, try these easy Earth Day tips 

from the National Audubon Society...  

 

¶ Take public transportation when you can, or 

walk, carpool, or ride your bike 

¶ Try to drive an energy-efficient car. Also, 

make sure you keep your car tuned up and 

your tires inflated. 

¶ Switch to CFL light bulbs. 

¶ Keep your thermostat set higher in the summer 

and lower in the winter. Also, seal air leaks 

around windows, add some extra insulation, 

and change your furnace filters regularly. 

¶ Buy energy-efficient appliances that have the 

ñEnergy Starò label. Make sure to keep your 

refrigerator coils clean. 

¶ Only run your dishwasher when it is full and 

make sure you do full loads of laundry. Never 

use hot water when washing dishes or laundry; 

warm or cool water usually works just as well. 

¶ Plant trees, shrubs, flowers, and native grasses. 

¶ Buy local produce, preferably organic.  

¶ Consume less. 

¶ Recycle and compost. 

¶ Be politically active. 

 

All of these things will con-

tribute to the protection of 

our environment and most 

will also save you money. 

You canôt go wrong! And 

weôll all benefit! 


