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Snowy Owl s | nv ad EErEmrIren:

This winter, you might wadnat stnoowwa tocyhl p!'¢ @n oawyr a per av
owls spend most of the year | iving on fhe Arctifc |[tun
grate south in search of food. Typical |[wecBt ROwsgB,| th
although each year a few will show up n | owa.

But, in some years, |lowa experiencelgp¥hgieatssgaky
when birds that are wusually only rarel wisaedow@n e |0bs
al And, this year, it appears that wefzar e gz

Accor di ng Btio dtsh & ynb dtokwaas Kent and Jgu:pészl[ﬁi(irpns?na?r%eﬁ
irruption winters have seen anlyawhle)r et of f20006—3t5e—sHoWYy O
ports191®yY6 But, already this winter, 1Nheé("r§e?1.rave5 bee
servations in | owal! So, this definitel,/Relsgnlf}tc'olike i

Snowy owls are | ax®e toadlls, wittam db miggCet2iop e Re g ey e
they |l ive where it is snowy, they are whitte—bi+t+tds, f
hel ps hem to blend in with their arct i—e—enRvi—+onrment
tundra, snowy owls nest in the tundaes ¢r pigBouKroWeE N wh
have trees (such as Minnesota or | owa) they rarelly
on fence posts or haystapks. As ot her )ﬂ"’lo%sd”o'ey Jlowy
their territories, but will also produ¢te (lhQt d,hebPprsKHh,

Unl i ke other owls, snowy owls are dji uraraleye hnuuptl e
|l ows them to take adva war e rt hdiary teiy ense| atr e
feed mostly on | emming i1l |fdd8 "of°0kFH &
mice, voles, and rabbi 1]sogvrasathago S ¢,
it is wusually a shorta mi g s, itn a"h; fa
causes snowy owls to v b Uthlavd Mfetthepr s |
winter in search of fo N sanbawy al d| sk
owl s are excteHdymt tprren 'T'h('ggg ?e:\?qglrlsl
often_preyed upon by ¢ sound towalds 1

This year, the owls edo@llsle ear s
over lowa, not just in They have
usually been spotted i e @Ol s have pne «
perched on sign posts Pr d $ ulnfaClpt §d| hi gl
theydre searching for strl?mﬁlolther car.

al ows them to
mammal s to feed upon haywB8e the dlrect
al so been found dead i yesatund lbet tips
l' i kely these birds wer to starva-
tion when they arrived o Teoft! yf awidet 1y
enough food fast enoug sft‘é"?%nhgff’?l. eat!
Wi nter can be tough on el sEtpto !

sound. The|r f

So, as youbre out dy i Salso have Hown
wi nter, gl ance around bn tapad and their
keep your eyes open f of sifedtrhsers Thpive
year may be your best _gf ti;rjygggttcé]geffg?ﬁ:
observe one of these Rk eter. I
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Enj oy Winter with These

Wi nt erd SHinkleay , January 15th

Take a |l eisurely walk throug
Naturalist Lisa Ralls | eading t
wildlife and enjoy the peace an
pl e are around! The wal k wil | b F
about an hour, with hot chocol a S
for the weather, including boot
Winter Sddhugwmgdag, January

Meet at the entrance to Thorpe Park at 7:C
sky. The winter sky has the Dbrightest stars ¢
| earn about some magnificent sights, includir
l y! Hot chocolate will be served afterwards,
The program wil | |l ast about 45 minutes, but v
The Great BackgWedn®sday Cokeabruary 1st

I f you would I|Ii ke to participate in the Gr
program to find out just how easy it is to dc
taining introduction to this fun and i mportar
more information about the GBBC.)

ng atSulhhdoarype FRarrkiary 12t h
Snowshoeing is a great way to
as well as get some wonderful exe
nowés your chance! All you have t
12: 00 PM for -bhohgjssnewyhobobr k€&oa
gmake sure that there apeopheudb s
ir egifotrert he hi ke by contacting our

Snows hoe
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Arti fact oRouandd aSshowebruary 26t h

Have you ever found something that | ooks |
wanted to |l earn more about what you found? Tt
from the University of |l owadés Museum of Natur
and identifying what they have. The exact | oc
She will not be giving an actual presentatior
take a |l ook at an artifact that you found. |If
times itdéds just fun to see whatpe '

——

If any of the above programs needs to be postponed or canceled,
that announcement will run on
KIOW Radio (FM 107.3), on our web site, and on our Facebook page.

Unless otherwise noted, all programs are free of charge and no preregistration is
needed. For more information, contact Lisa Ralls at (641) 565 -3390 or at
Iralls@winnebagoccb.com.
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WCCB News
l nsect Zoo a Big Success!

Il n October, over 115 p Forest
YMCAOGSs -pnuurlptoise room to see brsity
|l nsect Zoo! Two | SU stude g the z
ing collection of insects eggd spec
around the world and gave pjr esent
the critters. Then, every rtuni ty
insects up close. A few b got to
sects 't was a truly uni or youn
al i(kabto courtesy of the Fore
WCCB Receives Water Trail Gr ant

The WCCB recently received a $4, 671 Waltler Tr a
ment Grant from the |l owa DNR |to install ajddition
2MMmi l e Winnebago River Waferehdaiyl and to|¢devel o]
brochure.pdmel @n gthdyi | starts| at Dahl e Pajrlk, nor
Lake Mills, and ends at Pammgl Park in Folrlest Ci
wa DNR designated the Winnebdggo River Wat|gr Tr ai
wa State Water Trail at an event held in |[Horest
17 such designated water traills in the stjdgte.

The water trail has four ganoe accessels], as w
ers and directional and informational signs al on
group of volunteers also perijodically <cl eagns t he
from obstructions. The new brfochure wil/ ble deve
and the new signs will be ingtalled next |slpring.
Fish Habitat Grants Wil | | mprove Fislhing

Fishing should i mprove at the Ambroson |[Recr ea
that the |l owa DNR awarded to the WCCB in 2010 an
$12, 703 renovation project, most of which |was co
fish in the three ponds were rough fish (sfuch as

using a fish toxicant THen, ar
of the ponds to prevent fluture
and channel catfish were|stocke
mouth bass wil/l be stockgd in t
Fi sh Habitat Grant morey cor
fishing |icenses, which ifncl ude
hough it wildl be a few ydqars be
| arge enough to keep, andl ers s
i mprovement in water clarlity, t
rough fish. People should al so
ponds this winter, since]l|the ioc
newlrystall ed aerators.




