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They Were Back! _

Just days before the September duck season was to begin, we recedgsgenthat a  Upcoming Programs 2
trio of whooping cranes had been spotted at Myre Slough in south-central Winnebage—

County. A year ago we would have been skeptical about such a sighting. Butyafter f Rendeer Facts 3
whooping cranes visited our county last May, we were, to say the leagt)éoli Backyard Bird Count 4
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As it turns out, thergverethree whooping cranes at Myre Slough and, in fact, they wer@anis Major 4
three of the same birds that had visited our county in May! They stayeMwesar
Slough for several days before moving on to Hancock County, where they seemed doffd® Park Changes
at home at a small wetland located just northwest of Crystal Lake.stéysd there for  “\yinter Birds Puzzle 5
several weeks and then disappeared. We thought that was the end ofuheirisét
But, they had one more stop to make—Thorpe Park! Open Ice Warning 6

On Monday, October 30th, we spotted the three
at the south end of the Thorpe marsh (see the
grassy area at the bottom of the photo)! As we
had been doing all along, we let the personnel g
the Eastern Crane Partnership know the cranes
whereabouts. The ECP is a group of public and| -
private agencies that are working together to
establish an eastern flock of whooping cranes.
The cranes that visited Winnebago County this

—

The Audubon
Society lists the
whooping crane as|
the third most
endangered bird in

year were all part of that new flock. North America
(behind the ivory-
But, by the end of the day, the cranes were gone, which seemed surprising to us, billed woodpecker
considering how very windy it was that day. Again, we thought that was the end of ti and the California
story. But there was one more final chapter to be written... condor).
Several days after the cranes stopped at Thorpe Park, we degefiee from the ECP | © In the 1940's, the
that they were following the cranes by satellite. They reported t@utththcranes had whooping crane

left Winnebago County on the 31st, the day after we had seen them at tHEhpark. was on the verge
of extinction, with

same nightthey roosted and spent the night in McLean Coutityois! Apparently, the only about 20
cranes had left from Winnebago County to begin their fall migration! Thegress, birds left.

tracked by satellite, and reported to us by the ECP, was remarkable:

- Today, there are

On November 1st, the birds flew on to Indiana and spent the night in Parke County, about 350 wild

located in west-central Indiana. whooping cranes,
including 66 in the
new eastern flock.

14

On November 2nd, the cranes continued their migration by flying to Kentucky., Therg

they spent the night along the Cumberland River in Pulaski County, located in There are a|SO.
southeastern Kentucky. about 150 captive
whooping cranes

in zoos and

On November 3rd, they flew a bit further to the south, spending the night hreastit breeding facilities.

Tennessee.

Continued on Page Three..
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Start Off the New Year With Some Winter Fun!

Trout Stocking—Saturday, December 23rd

The WCCB will once again be stocking trout in area lakes thig Witk fish will average around 3/4
of a pound in size and will be stocked at Pammel Park (in Forest City), FddPank (between Thompson and
Buffalo Center), and Thorpe Park (five miles west of Forest CiggcEstocking times
are not yet known. People wishing to keep the trout will need a trout stamp, tioraddi
to the regular fishing license. Everyone is invited to come and enjoythedfdition to
ice-fishing in Winnebago County!

Lake Catherine Ice-Fishing Contest—Saturday, January 6th

Put your ice-fishing skills to the test at Thorpe Park by competingrfous
prizes in different age categories, with #dgledfun of being able to catch a trout or
two! All fishing rules and regulations will apply, including the need foappropriate
licenses. But, only those participants wishingeeptrout will need to have a trout stamp. The contest will run
from 9:00-11:00 AM, with registration beginning at 8:30 AM at the Lake Cathedaming Center. Bait will
be available for those participants needing it and holes will bedifdlr those contestants that do not have their
own auger.

Winter Stargazing—Monday, January 15th

We're going to try again! It seems our stargazing programs alwaytogded out, but we're not
giving up! Meet at the entrance to Thorpe Park at 7:00 PM for an inforavadnd discussion of the winter
nighttime sky, including such constellations as Orion, Taurus the Bull, ar@eimini Twins. The program will
last about 45 minutes, at which time, everyone will be invited back wffibe for coffee or hot chocolate
around the fire. Of course, in case of clouds, the program will have to delehand that announcement will
run on KIOW Radio (FM 107.3).

Owls-Predators of the Night—Thursday, February 1st

Come learn about the fascinating ways of our fiercest nocturnal
predators—the owls! Various mounted owls will be available for viewing, as
will different owl parts. Just what do owls eat at night? We will stigate and
find out! We will even try to get outside to actually hear some
owls! The program will be held at the Thorpe Park office from
7:00-8:00 PM.

“America’s Lost Landscape-The Tallgrass Prairie”—Tuesday, February 13th

North America’s tallgrass prairie has all but disappeared frolantiecape. But, a
movie produced here in lowa (and seen on public TV) has chronicled, indussttetail, the
history and importance of this valuable ecosystem. Come watch thisatirsg movie at the
Thorpe Park office, on the “big” screamofjust a little TV), beginning at 7:00 PM. It will last
about an hour, with popcorn and refreshments available.
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...Continued from page one.

Reindeerare Pretty

The biologists were not able to receive a satellite :

reading on November 4th but, on the 5th, the cranes | AmaZ| ng

flown to southern Georgia and spent that night at the

Banks National Wildlife Refuge in Lanier County. During the holidays, we hear a lot about the

amazing abilities of reindeer to fly Santa around
Finally, the last reading the biologists had for the cran the world on Christmas Eve. Well, | suppose
was on November 6th, when they were tracked to scientists are still studying that...But, they have
Florida! That night, they roosted at Hixtown Swamp in discovered some other pretty cool things about
Madison County, east of Tallahassee. reindeer.

The cranes that visited us this year were hatched out First of all, you need to realize that reindeer ang
May, 2005, and followed an ultralight to Florida last fa caribou are the same critter. In Europe and Asig
to learn the migration rout&hisfall’s flight was their ~ they are known as reindeer,
first attempt at migrating south on their own and it was but here in North America,
apparently, quite successful! In fact, the ECP told us we know them as caribou.
that “our” cranes were the first of the eastern cranes t And most of us are familiar
arrive in Florida, making the trek in under a week! with the spectacular migratign
that caribou make as they
The map below shows the route that the ultralight take¢ travel across Alaska. In fact
each year as it leads a new group of young cranes onthey can travel over 3,000
their first migration. Despite leaving from northern miles in a year!
lowa, instead of their native Wisconsin, “our” cranes

were able to find and follow almost the exact route the One of the reasons that reindeer can get aroundl so

they learned last fall! And, they completed the journey well is that they have pretty remarkable feet. Th
before any of their counterparts. What a success ston soft pads on their feet help them to get good
traction on wet, spongy ground during the sumn
The project to establish a permanent eastern flock of months. But, when winter comes, the pads
whooping cranes does seem to be paying off...On Jur actually shrink and harden, allowing theaoves
22nd of this year, birds from the eastern flock hatchec to dig into the ice and snow for better traction.

out their first wild chicks! So, the future of this This all means that, at times, caribou can run uj
populationis 50 miles per hour.
looking good,
and that And, believe it or not, reindeer (or caribou) are

outlook for warm fur to help them stay warm in the harsh

the whole arctic winters. But, the outer layer of that fur is
species. We  made up of hollow hairs that provide buoyancy
are proud to  and allow the reindeer to float and swim easily.

say that we
made at least Finally, don't tell Santa this, but his reindeer ar¢g
atiny probably all females! Reindeer are unique in tha

contribution both sexes have antlers; but the males tend to
to the success theirs in the fall, while the females keep theirs
of this from spring to spring. So, during the winter, only
important the females have antlers; and, the last time |
project and to looked, all of Santa’s reindeer had antlers. But,
the survival shhh...let's not confuse Santa by telling him!

of this

beautiful One thing is for sure, though. Whether reindeer

improves the excellent swimmers! They have double layers of

$]

ler

to

hed

species! really do fly or not, they are pretty amazing!
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Big Changes for Dahle Park!

Winnebago County campers will have another improved
campground come spring! Earlier this year, the WCCB
upgraded the campground at Thorpe Park to include
electrical hookups. And, this past fall, they also upgraded
the campground at Dahle Park.

Dahle Park is located 4 miles northwest of Lake Mills on
County Road A16. It lies along the Winnebago River and
is a popular
fishing spot. The
Dahle
campground has
had electrical
| | hookups for
many years, but
the recent
improvements
upgraded the
#$% hookups to 30
# 1 & amps and
: increased the number of hookups to 8. Electricity was
also added to the shelterhouse, as were lights. The WCCB
% &' is also considering installing a new well at the park.

The improvements were made possible through a $3,300
grant from the John K. and Luise V. Hanson Foundation

To actuallyseeCanis I\/!ajor, in Forest City.The WCCB wishes to thank the Foundation
~ attend the WCCB's for making these improvements possilil& also invite
Winter Stargazing program everyone to visit Dahle Park and take advantage of these

on January 15th! new amenities!
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Winter Feeder Birds

Unscramble each of the clue words.
Then copy the numbered cells to the same numbered cells below to readgemessa

# $ %
$ # %
http://www.iowadnr.com/wildlife/files/divers.html!
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Aerators in Use at Area Parks

People should be aware that the WCCB has turned on aerators at Thorpe
Park’s Lake Catherine, five miles west of Forest City, as welia§&lorence
Recreation Area, located west of Thompson. The aerators will remain in
operation until spring to keep the lakes open and prevent possible
winterkills in the lakesThere will be weak ice near the open
water. DO NOT attempt to approach the open water near an
aerator.

For your safety, be sure to check the ice conditions before
venturing away from the shoreline. It's also a good idea, if you are
going out on the ice, to go with a friend. Remember, 2" of clear,
solid ice is usually safe for one person, while 4” is safe for ice
fishing with a friend. Five inches is usually adequate for
snowmobiling. Finally, if you plan to drive out on the ice, 8” is

considered safe for a car or light truck (under 2 1/2 tons), while 12" is
recommended for a vehicle weighing 3 tons. Continuously check the ice to make
sure that it is safe where you are.

Call us if you have any questions about the use of aerators at our parks.

Don’t Forget Our Website

We want to remind everyone of our web site! It contains up-to-date news
about the WCCB, a detailed listing of all of our parks and
wildlife areas (including maps), a listing of all upcoming
programs, profiles of our staff and board members, and li
to other sites that may be of interest to you. You can eve
read this newsletter there! In fact, if you'd like to be taken
off the mailing list for this newsletter, and would rather ju
read the newsletter on-line, just let us know. We will take
you off our mailing list and, if you'd like, send you an e-
each time the latest newsletter is posted on-line. So, ch
out at www.winnebagoccb.corh




