
· His son, Page, 
went on to 
become a well-
respected writer 
and professor, as 
well. 

· In 1992, he turned 
down the National 
Medal for the Arts 
because he felt 
that the National 
Endowment for 
the Arts had 
become too 
political. 

· Stegner wrote in 
1991, “We have 
been too efficient 
at destruction; we 
have left our souls 
too little space to 
breathe in. Every 
green natural 
place we save 
saves a fragment 
of our sanity and 
gives us a little 
more hope that we 
have a future."  

SPRING,  2009 

Upcoming Programs 2 

Contest Results 3 

Bus  Trip Dates 3 

Cabin Renovation 3 

Lead-Free Fishing 4 

Recreation Benefits 5 

Available Equipment 6 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 �

The Prairie Country Quarterly 
 
 
A quarterly newsletter made possible by REAP funding 

� � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � 	 � � �

 
 A Birthday to Celebrate 

 
Most of us can name a few famous people that were born in Iowa. Herbert Hoover, Johnny 
Carson, Donna Reed, John Wayne, Meredith Wilson, and Grant Wood all come to mind. 
But, there are many other famous people that have begun their lives as Iowans. And 
perhaps one of the most influential is someone that many Iowans have never even heard of, 
although he was born right here in Winnebago County 100 years ago—Wallace Stegner. 
 
Wallace Stegner has been called “the dean of Western writers,” but his literary and 
environmental influence extended well beyond the western U.S. Stegner was born in Lake 
Mills on February 18th, 1909, but grew up in the west. He received his Bachelor’s Degree  
from the University of Utah, then returned to Iowa to receive his Master’s Degree and 
Doctorate (both in English) from the University of Iowa. He then began a distinguished 
teaching and writing career, teaching at the University of Utah, as well as at the University 
of Wisconsin, Harvard University, and finally Stanford University, where he founded their 
Creative Writing Program. Over the years, many of his students went on to become famous 
themselves, including author Larry McMurtry (Lonesome Dove, Terms of Endearment) and 
Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor. 

 
But, he was also an avid environmentalist and advocate 
for his beloved west, beginning in the 1950’s when he 
fought against a proposed dam at the Dinosaur National 
Monument. And he quite effectively used his writing to 
further his conservation efforts. In 1960, he wrote his 
famous “Wilderness Letter;” four years later, that letter 
was used to introduce the bill which lead to the 
National Wilderness Preservation Act, which is 
responsible for creating most of today’s wilderness 
areas. And, during the Kennedy administration, he also 
served as assistant to Interior Secretary Stewart Udall.   
 
But, he was probably best known for his writing, which 
won him numerous awards. In 1972, Stegner won the 
Pulitzer Prize for his novel Angle of Repose and, in 
1977, he won the National Book Award for another 
novel—The Spectator Bird. In 1992, he published a 
collection of essays entitled Where the Bluebird Sings 
to the Lemonade Springs: Living and Writing in the 
West, and that collection garnered him a National Book 
Critics Circle Award nomination. 
 

On April 13th, 1993, at the age of 84, Wallace Stegner died as the result of a car accident in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico. But, he left behind an amazing legacy of literary achievements and 
environmental advocacy. And for that, we can all be thankful for this talented man that, 100 
years ago, was born right here in Winnebago County! 

Wallace Stegner 
Photo Courtesy of Multimedia Archives  
Special Collections Department  
J. Willard Marriott Library, University of Utah  
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It’s Time to Finally Get Outdoors! 

Bluebirds of Iowa--Wednesday, March 25th 
            Come to the Thorpe Park shelterhouse from 6:00-7:00 PM to learn about 
these little gems and how to attract them to your area. Afterwards, you can drive 
through the park to see our Bluebird houses, and maybe even a few Bluebirds! 
And, for a $5 fee, you can build your own Bluebird house to take home! In order 
to make sure that we have enough birdhouse supplies on hand, though, 
preregistration for this program is required by contacting our office. Thank 
you! 
 
Spring Stargazing--Monday, April 13th 
            Meet at the entrance to Thorpe Park at 8:30 PM for a 45-minute tour of the nighttime sky. 
During the informal presentation, people will learn about what constellations and stars are visible in 
the spring nighttime sky. Saturn will also be visible high overhead! Afterwards, star charts will be 
handed out for people to take home and coffee and hot chocolate will be available back at the office.  
 
Arbor Day Tree Giveaway--Friday, April 24th 
            Celebrate Arbor Day by stopping by the Thorpe Park office any time from 8:00 AM until 4:00 
PM and picking up a free tree seedling! The varieties that will be available this year will be Red Oak 
and White Pine. People are welcome to choose which they would like, but seedling quantities will be 
limited so that as many people as possible can take advantage of this offer. 
 
Operation ReLeaf--Thursday, May 7th 
            Back by popular demand, we will once again be offering excellent, nursery stock trees for 
sale through the Operation ReLeaf program! Operation ReLeaf is a program run by the Iowa DNR 
and sponsored by Alliant Energy that offers people high-quality landscaping trees (that would 

normally cost over $65) for only $25. At the time of this printing, we 
have yet to choose the exact species that will be offered, but we will 
post them on our web site and in local newspapers as soon as that 
decision is made. Trees must be ordered ahead of time and will be 
available for pick-up at the Winnebago County Fairgrounds on the 
7th (times TBA). Order forms will be available on our website, at 
our office, and at the County Recorder's office. 
 
Spring Wildflower Walk--Tuesday, May 12th 

            Come celebrate spring by taking a leisurely stroll at Pilot Knob State Park as we 
observe the beautiful spring wildflowers that will be blooming! We will meet at the main park 
shelterhouse at 6:30 PM and walk the trail around Dead Man's Lake. The walk will take around an 
hour. Can you think of a better way to get out and enjoy spring?! 

(Programs Continued on Page 3…) 
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(...Programs Continued from Page 2) 
 
Lake Catherine Fishing Derby--Saturday, May 30th     
            Get those fishing poles ready for the Lake Catherine Fishing Derby! 
Prizes will be awarded and refreshments will be available. In the past, this has 
been a kids only fishing event but, this year, everyone is welcome to come out to 
Thorpe Park and participate! (Of course, special prizes will still be available just 
for the kids!) Fishing will begin at 9:00 AM and will continue until 11:00 AM. 
Weigh-in will follow, along with the awarding of prizes. There probably isn’t a 
better way to start off the summer than to spend a relaxing morning fishing 
with your family and friends! (If you need a fishing pole for this event and 
would like to reserve one, just contact our office.)  

Ice-Fishing Contest  
Results are In... 

 
On Sunday, January 11th, 43 
north Iowans took advantage 
of the brief respite between 
winter storms to try their hand 
at our annual Lake Catherine 
Ice-Fishing Contest. Prizes 
were awarded in two different 
age divisions. The winner in 
the Youth Section (Age 13 and 

Under) was 12-year-old Austin Paden of Thompson. 
Although he only caught 2 fish, they were enough to earn 
him the Largest Fish prize (a half-pound Bluegill) and the 
Heaviest Stringer of fish (.82 pounds). In the Adult 
Section, Tim Hatland of Lake Mills also won both the 
Largest Fish award, as well as the Heaviest Stringer prize. 
Altogether, he caught 5 fish.  
 
Participants came from 11 different north Iowa towns, 
representing 3 counties. Although fishing was slow, 
everyone seemed to have a good time getting outdoors for 
a few hours of winter fun! We would like to thank all of 
the participants, as well as the businesses listed below that 
donated prizes, for making this contest such as success!    
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Tim Hatland of Lake Mills  

Cabin Renovation 
Continues 

 
Work on the Lake Catherine cabin has progressed 
nicely over the winter and much has been 
accomplished. Heating units have been installed 
as have the bathroom sink, shower, and flooring. 
The electrical work is also complete, as is most of 
the plumbing, and work has also now begun on 
painting the interior. 
 
When completed, the cabin will have a sleeping 
area in the back, a sitting area in the front near the 
large window, and a small kitchen area with a 
sink, a small refrigerator, and a microwave oven. 
The cabin also has a large deck with a beautiful 
view and close access to Lake Catherine.  
 
The cabin should be available for rent later this 
spring. We will let you know all the details soon!  
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Hunter Education Course 
Scheduled 

 
A Hunter Education Course 
will be offered this spring at 
the North Iowa Middle 
School in Thompson. The 
course will be held on April 
4th and 18th, from 8:30 AM-
4:00 PM both days. Lunch 

will be provided by Pheasants Forever. Live shooting 
will be offered the last two hours of the class and 
you must attend both sessions to become certified. 
Preregistration is required by contacting course 
instructor Brad Huntington at 641-584-2873. 

Amazing Migrations! 
 

Recently, Louisiana State 
University began researching 
the declining number of 
Lesser Scaups (Bluebills). 
And, the scientists have 
learned some amazing things 
about the migration of these small ducks! According to 
Joe Wilkinson, Information Specialist with the Iowa 
DNR, many of these ducks are banded in southeast 
Iowa and, last year, a couple of them made pretty good 
time during the fall migration. Two of the ducks were 
detected by satellite in North Dakota and three days 
later were detected in Cuba—a journey of over 2,100 
miles! Not too bad for a couple of little ducks! 

Consider Using Lead-Free Fishing Tackle This Year 
  
Every time someone loses a lead jig or sinker in a lake, that tiny piece of lead sinks to the bottom. It usually 
doesn’t seem like a big deal at the time. But, to a bird that may pick it up and swallow it (thinking it is grit), it 
can be deadly. In fact, one sinker the size of a BB can kill a bird the size of a loon. So, a new effort is underway 
to try to get people to switch over from lead fishing tackle to non-lead tackle. Lead shot is now banned in many 
hunting areas, but lead continues to be used for fishing. And lead, no matter where it comes from, can be deadly. 
 
So, just how deadly is lead? Studies have shown that lead, primarily from fishing tackle, accounts for about one-
quarter of all loon deaths in the country, contributing to their steady population decline. Lead poisoning is also a 
significant cause of death for Bald Eagles. Sometimes, the eagles ingest lead shot when feeding on a duck or 

goose that has been shot and not retrieved. But, sometimes, they also ingest the lead 
when feeding on fish that have swallowed lead fishing tackle. In fact, in 2005-2006, 
over half of the sick or injured eagles treated in Iowa were found to have lead 
poisoning. And, several years ago, 6 Trumpeter Swans died from lead poisoning at 
Thorpe Park.  
 
Lead is not good for us, either. In fact, it is recommended that people (especially kids) 
that handle fishing tackle routinely wash their hands and, of course, people are advised 
to never put something like a sinker in their mouth. But, those recommendations are 
not often followed. 
 
The push to “get the lead out” is not new. England has had a ban on lead fishing tackle 
for over twenty years, and Canada has not allowed lead to be used for fishing in its 

national parks for over ten years. Even in the United States, more and more states are imposing lead tackle bans 
in an effort to reduce unnecessary wildlife mortality. Even Yellowstone National Park now has such a ban. 
 
Of course, there are alternatives to lead tackle. Many companies now make tackle from tin, tungsten, steel, 
bismuth, or a combination of those materials. Research has shown that these all work as well as lead and, in 
some cases, perform better. Unfortunately, lead can persist in the environment for decades, so the sooner we 
begin to use safer tackle, the sooner we can begin to make a change for the better. As you get out that fishing 
gear this year, make a pledge to be a more responsible angler. You enjoy being outdoors—so please do your part 
to protect it.  
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The Economic Benefits of Outdoor Recreation 
 

In these tough economic times, tourism is becoming increasingly important as a tool to draw people (and their 
dollars) to an area. When we think of tourism, though, we tend to think of attractions such as museums, zoos, 
and amusement parks. On the other hand, lakes, rivers, prairies, campgrounds, and trails are not usually the first 
things that come to mind. But maybe they should be! 
 
Recent figures from the Iowa Department of Natural Resources show that 
hunting and fishing bring a great deal of money into local economies. Consider 
these statistics about fishing in our state: 
 
· $362 million dollars is spent each year on fishing in Iowa. 
· 7,100 jobs exist in our state because of fishing. 
· One out of every 3 Iowans fish, and they spend a total of 7.4 million days 

fishing each year. 
 
And hunting and wildlife watching contribute their fair share of economic benefits, as well: 
 
· 243,000 hunters spend $443 million each year on hunting in Iowa. 
· Altogether, those hunters spend a total of 4 million days hunting in our state. 
· Over one million people watch wildlife in Iowa each year and they spend $342 million doing it. 
· Those wildlife watchers spend a total of 6.4 million days watching Iowa wildlife. 
 

But, other types of non-consumptive outdoor activities also generate 
economic resources for our state. A recent study by Iowa State 
University backs this up. They found that each year there are more 
than 25 million visits to state parks and almost as many, 23 million 
visits, to Iowa’s county parks. And those numbers didn’t even 
include visits to other recreational areas such as city parks, state 
forests and preserves, and rivers. 
 

And those visits add up to money! The Iowa State study estimated that spending in Iowa just to visit state and 
county parks, lakes, and trails amounts to $2.63 billion a year and accounts for more than 27,000 jobs in the 
state. Those are numbers that are hard to ignore in today’s economy. 
 
Finally, there is another economic benefit of outdoor recreation that many people fail to consider. Many studies 
have shown that outdoor recreational opportunities and an area’s natural resources are important factors in 
keeping and attracting employees to an area. In other words, when people are deciding where they are going to 
live, they consider an area’s natural resources as an important factor in their decision. They want to live near 
parks and trails, as well as clean rivers and lakes, since these things dramatically improve the quality of life of 
an area. 
 
So, investing in our natural resources makes good economic sense. Our natural areas are places where we can 
go not only to have fun, but to get exercise and to get away from the stresses of everyday life and bond with 
others. They are increasingly seen as not only nice places to visit, but necessary in today’s world; and vital to an 
area’s economy.  
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Don’t Forget Our Website! 
 

We want to remind everyone of our web site! It contains up-to-date news about the 
WCCB, a detailed listing of all of our parks and wildlife areas (including 
maps), a listing of all upcoming programs, profiles of our staff and board 
members, and links to other sites that may be of interest to you. You can 
even read this newsletter there! In fact, if you would rather just read the 
newsletter on-line, let us know. We will take your name off our mailing 
list and just send you an e-mail notice each time the latest newsletter is 
posted. So, check us out at  www.winnebagoccb.com!  

���������	
����
	
�����������	�����	

���������	
����
������

���	������������� �

�
���	���� �
����� ��������	
����
��
��������	
����
����������		��	����
����������������������
���������� �
����� ������������
����������������������		��	����
�
���������	�����	������	� �
�������	���������
�����������������������		��	����
�
�������	�
	�� �
�������
����������������������
���������������������������������
�������	������� ����! �������������
����������"���
��#���������$�
�����%�&��'
�����(��'
��)����

��������	
���
	
������
�������������������������������

�

Presorted Standard 
U.S. Postage  

PAID 
Forest City, IA   50436 

PERMIT #50 

Address Service Requested 

������	����	
�����	�����	������	

������	
��
 	!�			"����	

��������	�	��
��
���������������	������	�����������
�����������������	�������������
��
���	��	
��������
�
�������	�	
���	���
�����
�����
�����	��
�����
��
������������������	����	��������������������	��	��
�����	
�	�����������
����������������	
�����	���
�������������������������� ����	�����������
��

!�
��������������
�������	

	
�����"#$$���!��
�

����%	

������
��
���
�
������	�
�&�����
���������� �

'(()*�++$������
���
,������
	����-����.$('*�

�
���
�#�/*(+0.*.1'')$�

%���2	��#������	

�������������
�

����%

&��	
���������	�	�
��������	�����
�����	�	1
�	��������������	��������
����	���	�	
�������	
���
�
��
���
��������	��������������������3���������


��	�
�����	�	
�������
�	�����-���
��
�����	�����
����������������������
����4���������������	���	�	1


��	�
�����������������	�����������	
���	�������
%

&���������������������������	�������5��	������
67����5������
	����8�2��9�������
���������-
��1

�	����%���	
���
��9�
���:$:($��
�

EQUIPMENT THAT THE WCCB HAS AVAILABLE— 
 
Native Grass Dr ills These drills are available for seeding your CRP and WRP acres. 
We can provide a list of operators that are available or you can do 
it yourself. We will also assist you in calibrating the drills. $10/acre (+$25 administration fee) -10' Tye No-Till Native Grass Drill -6' Truax No-Till Native Grass Drill  Tree Planters 

—Tree Planter, 3-pt. hookup, can be transported behind your 
vehicle. No charge —Post Hole Auger for tree planting. No charge —Tree planting "bars," good for small jobs. No charge 

Prescr ibed Burning Tools —Drip torches. No charge —Backpack sprayers. No charge  
A deposit may be required on some equipment. The deposit will be 
refunded if equipment is returned in a workable, clean condition. 
Contact us if you would like to borrow any of this equipment! 


