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A Serious Threat Appears in Iowa 
 

We knew it was probably just a matter of time, but we were also hoping that maybe it 
would miss Iowa. But, unfortunately, the emerald ash borer (EAB) has arrived in Iowa. 
And, if its history is any indication, Iowa’s 88 million ash trees may be in serious danger. 
 
The tiny insect, which is actually native to Asia, was first discovered near Detroit in 2002. 
It has since been spreading progressively outward from the Great Lakes, destroying tens of 
millions of ash trees in its path. Its larvae destroy ash trees by burrowing into and eating 
the actively growing layers of a tree, just under the bark.  
 
In spring, 2009, the EAB was discovered in a St. Paul, MN neighborhood. At around that 
same time, it was also discovered in Wisconsin, just across the Mississippi River from 
Iowa. It was then that Iowa state officials knew that, more than likely, Iowa would not be 
spared. Sure enough, earlier this spring, the first EAB infestation in Iowa was discovered, 
two miles south of the Minnesota border in Allamakee County. The DNR began watching 
for the EAB seven years ago and that vigilance ultimately paid off. Hopefully, finding the 
insect so soon after its arrival in Iowa will allow for containment of this serious pest.  
 
But, to prevent the further spread of the EAB, we must all do our part. There are currently 
federal quarantines on firewood coming from infested locations, so everyone needs to be 
aware of that and obey those restrictions. Also, make sure that if you buy firewood locally, 
it has not come from a restricted area. Many large chain stores will certify that their 
firewood is clean. If a retailer cannot certify that their firewood came from a non-
quarantined area, or they cannot tell you where their firewood came from, DON’T BUY 
IT. The EAB primarily spreads through transported firewood, so the actions we take can 
prevent further spread of this pest in Iowa. 
 
In accordance with these efforts, the WCCB passed a resolution at its July 12th meeting 
addressing the EAB issue. The resolution states that “the [Winnebago County] 
Conservation Board hereby prohibits the importation of firewood from select states under 
the federal emerald ash borer quarantine and/or Iowa counties under the Iowa 
Department of Land Stewardship quarantine and is hereby adopted for all lands and areas 
under the [Winnebago County] Conservation Board’s control.” In other words, you can 
no longer bring firewood into any of our WCCB areas that has come from a quarantined 

locale. Hopefully, this will help to prevent 
the spread of the EAB into north-central 
Iowa. 
 
If you have any questions about the EAB, 
or this new regulation, please contact us. 
Also, if you’d like to learn more about the 
EAB, there are several very good web sites 
you can check out.  
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· The EAB is about 
1/3-1/2 inch long 
and is metallic 
green in color. 

 
· The EAB attacks 

every species of 
ash tree. 
(Mountain ashes 
are not true ashes 
and are therefore 
unaffected.) 

 
· EAB symptoms 

include crown die-
back and “D” 
shaped holes in 
the bark. 

 
· The EAB will 

generally only 
move about a half-
mile a year, if not 
transported in 
firewood. 

 
· Many foresters are 

now discouraging 
the planting of 
new ash trees. 
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Join us For Some Summer Fun! 
 

Outdoor Adventures Day Camp—Tuesday, July 27th 
 
            If you have a child, or know of a child, who is in 4th-7th grade, mark July 27th on your 
calendar! The Outdoors Adventures Day Camp (jointly sponsored by the Winnebago County 
Extension Office) will help your youngster learn and practice many 
fun, outdoor skills at Thorpe Park. We will spend the day (from 
9:00 AM until 3:00 PM) fishing, hiking, canoeing, geocaching, and 
cooking outdoors, among other activities. The cost for the camp is 
$10 and reservations are required by contacting the Winnebago 
County Extension Office at 641-584-2261. 
 
Outdoor Adventures Overnight Campout—Wednesday, 
July 28th-Thursday, July 29th 
 
            If you think the day camp sounds like fun, kick it up a notch and you’ve got the overnight 
campout! This event (jointly sponsored by the Winnebago County Extension Office) will be held at 
Pilot Knob State Park and will feature many of the same activities as the day camp, plus a little extra 
fun, such as sleeping under the stars in tents! We will also enjoy nighttime games and s’mores around 
the campfire, as well as stargazing. A daytime hike to the tower to check out the view is also always a 
highlight! The camp will run from 5:00 PM Wednesday until 4:00 PM Thursday and the cost is $20. 
To sign your youngster up for this fun event, contact the Extension Office at 641-584-2261.  
 
Summer Stargazing—Thursday, August 12th 
 
            Have you ever looked up into the summer sky and wondered what constellations you’re 
seeing? Well, wonder no more! Meet at the Pilot Knob State Park tower at 9:00 PM for an informal 
tour of the summer nighttime sky. We will identify some of the brighter constellations and stars, as 
well as a few planets. There may even be a few Perseid meteors to see! Bring along a flashlight and 
don’t forget that the program will have to be postponed or canceled if the skies are cloudy. That 
announcement would run on KIOW Radio (FM 107.3), as well as on our web site and our Facebook 
page. 

 
Insect Day Camp—Monday, August 16th 
 
            Does your child like creepy, crawly things? Then he or 
she should enjoy our Insect Day Camp (jointly sponsored by the 
Winnebago County Extension Office)! We will spend the day at 
Thorpe Park (from 9:00 AM-3:00 PM) looking for insects, 
studying insects,  

(Events continued on Page 3…) 
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(...Continued from Page 2) 
 
playing insect games, making insect crafts, and enjoying Iowa State University’s Insect Zoo, a 
remarkable collection of insects from around the world! Contact the 
Extension Office at 641-584-2261 to register for this camp. The cost is $10. 
 
Monarch Tagging—Tuesday, August 31st 
 
            Stop by the Thorpe Park shelterhouse at 6:00 PM for a short 
program about the Monarch butterfly’s amazing fall migration to Mexico. 
Then, from 6:30-7:30, we will tag Monarchs in an effort to help scientists 
learn more about this migration. You can come for either the program or the 
tagging, or both. During the tagging session, you can catch your own 
Monarchs at the park to tag, or you can bring your own from home! Come 
learn about these extraordinary little critters and see how the tagging is 
done! 

Lewis and Clark Bus Trip a Success! 
 
On Sunday, June 20th, 37 north Iowans joined us on our latest motorcoach excursion, conducted in conjunction 
with the Hancock County Conservation Board. This time, we headed to Sioux City, IA, to view several Lewis 
and Clark sites in the area. The predictions of rain didn't come true, so everyone seemed to enjoy a wonderful, 
relaxing day! 
 
The day began with an on-board viewing of the National Geographic film, Lewis and Clark--Great Journey 
West. The video gave everyone a nice background to the Lewis and Clark expedition. After arriving in Sioux 
City and eating lunch, everyone had a chance to view a unique display of murals at the Southern Hills Mall. 
The beautifully-illustrated series of murals depicted the entire Lewis and Clark journey from start to finish. 
 
We then headed to the Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center to view their wonderful displays depicting daily life 
during the expedition. We were also able to walk through the "Discovery Garden," a collection of plants that 
Lewis and Clark encountered along their journey. We then visited the Sergeant Floyd River Museum to learn 
about the history of Missouri River travel throughout the years. 

 
Our final historic stop was at the Sergeant Floyd Monument, the nation's first 
National Historic Landmark. The monument contains the remains of Sergeant 
Charles Floyd, the only member of Lewis and Clark's expedition to die along 
the journey, and is located very near the spot where he died. The visit to the 
monument, overlooking the Missouri River, was an appropriate ending to a 
wonderful trip. 
 
After a supper stop, we returned home, much more appreciative of the 
accomplishments of Lewis and Clark's expedition and better aware of the 
historic role our state played in their journey. Hopefully, we'll be able to offer 
another bus trip later this year to another Midwest destination. Besides this 
newsletter, you can also keep updated of such events by checking out our web 
site or joining our Facebook page. You can also visit our Facebook page to see 
more photos of this trip! 
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What’s That Buzzing Sound? 
 
You hear it every year...That familiar hissing sound coming from the trees on warm, summer evenings. When 
you hear it, you know that you're in the "dog days" of summer. That sound, of course, is the ubiquitous sound 
of cicadas, large but often secretive insects that are usually heard more than often than they're seen! 

 
Many people confuse cicadas with locusts. Actually, locusts and cicadas are 
two very different insects. Locusts are related to grasshoppers and, in fact, 
look very much like grasshoppers; cicadas, on the other hand, look much 
more like large, flying beetles. Locusts are also much more destructive, often 
wiping out whole fields of crops. Cicadas, on the other hand, may destroy a 
few small tree branches with their egg-laying, but that's about as destructive 
as they get. 
 
Despite their intimidating size (they can reach lengths of up to 2"), cicadas 
are harmless. They do not bite or sting and rarely come down out of the trees 
to fly around people. If you ever do see one, though, you will notice how 

strikingly pretty they can be, with their black and green markings, often tinged with a little yellow or orange. 
 
Although they do spend most of their adult life in the trees, a vast majority of their total life is spent 
underground. After their eggs are laid in twigs, the Cicada larva hatch out and fall to the ground. They then 
burrow and spend anywhere from 4-20 years living underground as nymphs feeding on roots. The exact amount 
of time they spend underground as nymphs depends upon the species, of which there are hundreds in the U.S. 
alone. 
 
When the young are ready to turn into adults, they crawl out from the ground, grab onto a tree (or some other 
structure) and molt. Most kids have found a molted cicada skin somewhere and brought the alien-looking thing 
home to show their parents! Once the cicadas have molted and emerged full-grown, they head up into the trees 
where they spends their adult life. Ironically, after all those years of living underground, cicadas usually only 
live a week or so as adults. 
 
Once up in the trees, though, mating is, of course, a cicada's first priority (especially since its adult life span is 
so short). The males vibrate a membrane on their abdomen, producing that familiar hissing or buzzing sound, to 
attract a mate. Although each species produces a unique sound, the sound can also vary depending upon the 
temperature and the time of day. Once they mate, the females lay eggs and the whole cycle begins again. 
 
So, as we move into those "dog days" of summer, listen for the ever-present sound of the cicadas. They are 
truly fascinating insects that we rarely get a chance to see. But, their symphonies offer a familiar serenade as we 
sit outside on warm summer evenings! 
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Look to the West! 
 

The nighttime sky is 
putting on a bit of a show 
this summer! If you look 
to the west just after 
sunset during late July 
and early August, you’ll 
see a nice conjunction of 
three planets. It’s not 

often that three planets can all be seen in the same part 
of the sky, so they make for a very lovely sight! 
 
The brightest of the three planets is Venus. Venus is 
typically the brightest planet we see because it is so 
close and also because it is covered by a thick layer of 
highly-reflective clouds. The next brightest planet is 
Saturn and the third planet is the reddish-colored Mars. 
Although all three are easy to spot with your naked eye, 
they also look very nice through a pair of binoculars! 
Check them out! 

Check Out Our 
Roadsides 

 
Summer is a wonderful time to drive through 
Winnebago County! Since the 1990’s, we have 
had an active roadside management program. 
Through this program, we have reestablished 
native grasses and wildflowers in our road ditches, 
which has led to less maintenance, fewer chemical 
herbicides, and reduced erosion. But, the native 

plants also provide 
excellent wildlife habitat 
and added beauty in our 
rural areas. 
 
One of the most distinctive 
flowers you will see 
growing in our roadsides is 
wild bergamot. At first 
glance, and driving by at 55 
m.p.h., many people might 
mistake a bergamot plant 

for a thistle. But, bergamot is a very beneficial 
flower, attracting large numbers of butterflies and 
bees, as well as a few hummingbirds. It has been 
used as an herb, a salad garnish, and to make a tea. 
Bergamot oil has also been widely used for a 
variety of purposes 
and its leaves have 
been used as a natural 
insect repellant. 
 
Bergamot is actually a 
member of the mint 
family and, as such, 
has a distinctive, 
square stem. It is 
considered a prairie 
flower, but it is very 
adaptable and can 
grow in many sunny 
areas (such as roadsides). So, the next time you 
travel our county’s roadsides, watch for this 
beautiful, unique flower! (You can also check out 
more roadside flowers on our web site.) 

Swan Update 
 

Unfortunately, our resident pair of trumpeter swans 
were unsuccessful in their nesting attempt this year. 
This spring, they retuned from down south right on 
schedule and took up residence in the Russ marsh, just 
to the west of Thorpe Park. They appeared to mate and 
nest as they do each year, but the eggs never hatched. 
We suspected something was wrong when the usual 
hatch date came and went and the female was still 
sitting on the nest. In fact, she remained on the nest for 
at least three weeks past the date when the eggs should 
have hatched. Eventually, she gave up and abandoned 
the nest. 
 
We don’t know why the eggs did not hatch. Most likely 
it was weather-related; perhaps she left the eggs 
uncovered just long enough on a cool day to allow them 
to die. But, this is the first time that this pair has been 
unsuccessful, and they both have many productive years 

ahead of 
them. So, in 
all likelihood, 
we’ll see 
more cygnets 
again next 
year! 

“There are no words that can tell the hidden 
spirit of the wilderness, that can reveal its 
mystery, its melancholy, and its charm.” 

—–Theodore Roosevelt, 1910 



Don’t Forget Our Website! 
 

We want to remind everyone of our web site! It contains up-to-date 
news about the WCCB, a detailed listing of all of our parks and 
wildlife areas (including maps), a listing of all upcoming programs, 
profiles of our staff and board members, and links to other sites that 
may be of interest to you. You can even read this newsletter there! In 
fact, if you would rather just read the newsletter on-line, let us know. 

We will take your name off our mailing list and just send you an e-mail notice each time 
the latest newsletter is posted. So, check us out at  www.winnebagoccb.com!  

���������	
����
	
�����������	�����	

���������	
����
������

���	������������� �

�
���	���� �
����� ��������	
����
��
��������	
����
����������		��	����
����������������������
���������� �
����� ������������
����������������������		��	����
�
���������	�����	������	� �
�������	���������
�����������������������		��	����
�
�������	�
	�� �
�������
����������������������
���������������������������������
�������	������� ����! �������������
����������"���
��#���������$�
�����%�&��'
�����(��'
��)����

��������	
���
	
������
�������������������������������

�

Presorted Standard 
U.S. Postage  

PAID 
Forest City, IA   50436 

PERMIT #50 

Address Service Requested 

������	����	
�����	�����	������	

������	
��
 	!�			"����	

��������	�	��
��
���������������	������	�����������
�����������������	�������������
��
���	��	
��������
�
�������	�	
���	���
�����
�����
�����	��
�����
��
������������������	����	��������������������	��	��
�����	
�	�����������
����������������	
�����	���
�������������������������� ����	�����������
��

!�
��������������
�������	

	
�����"#$$���!��
�

����%	

������
��
���
�
������	�
�&�����
���������� �

'(()*�++$������
���
,������
	����-����.$('*�

�
���
�#�/*(+0.*.1'')$�

%���2	��#������	

�������������
�

����%

&��	
���������	�	�
��������	�����
�����	�	1
�	��������������	��������
����	���	�	
�������	
���
�
��
���
��������	��������������������3���������


��	�
�����	�	
�������
�	�����-���
��
�����	�����
����������������������
����4���������������	���	�	1


��	�
�����������������	�����������	
���	�������
%

&���������������������������	�������5��	������
67����5������
	����8�2��9�������
���������-
��1

�	����%���	
���
��9�
���:$:($��
�


