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Another Big Improvement for
Thorpe Park

A major project has finally been completed at Thorpe Park! We have bekingvover the
past several months to convert the park’s cabin (located near b&tkeri@e) into a rental

cabin. And, now, that renovation is complete!

The cabin contains

SUMMER, 2009

Upcoming Programs 2

Fall Bus Trip 3

Summer Bus Trip 4

Sandhill Crane Nest 4

many amenities to
make your stay at the park comfortable. For instance
has a bathroom, complete with a shower, as well as

it
a

small kitchen area. The kitchen area comes with a stove,

a full-size refrigerator, and a microwave oven. The m
living area includes a futon sofa, and a table and cha
while the sleeping area houses a bunk bed. Altogeth
the cabin can sleep 6 people. Outside, the spacious

ain
r'S,
er,
cabin
ake

deck, complete with picnic tables, overlooks scenic L

Catherine, and the lake itself is just a short walk away.

And, if the weather isn't just to your liking, the cabin also comes with d&ed air

conditioning.

deposit is also required. No
smoking is allowed in the cahin
and no pets are allowed, either.

The cabin rental fee has been set at $50/night during t
week, and $65/night on Friday and Saturday nights. A|
night minimum stay is required on the weekends, with
holiday weekends requiring a 3-night stay. In addition, |

$100 refundable damage '

If you would like to rent our new cabin, you can download a rental
agreement and registration form from our web sitevatv.

winnebagoccb.comYou can also view a complete list of rules
and regulations there. And, of course, if you would just like m

information about the cabin, you can always contact

solitude of Thorpe Park!

our office.
We hope you enjoy this new way to experience the peace and

ore

The cabin was previously used for various programs and
events at the park. Its conversion into a cabin that peo
can actually sleep in required quite a bit of work. But WEREAP Anniversary 5
feel that all the work has paid off because the cabin will

now provide people with a new and different way to
experience the beauty and solitude of Thorpe Park.
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Before Summer Ends, Enjoy These Fun Events!

Summer Stargazing—Friday, August 14th

The tower at Pilot Knob State Park makes a perfect location for
this annual program! Bring along a flashlight and head up to the tower,
where Naturalist Lisa Ralls will give an informal tour of the nighttime
sky, beginning at 9:15 P.M. and lasting until about 10:00 P.M. We will
observe the summer stars and constellations and watch our largest
planet, Jupiter, rise in the east. Star charts will also be made available
to everyone afterwards.

Monarch Tagging—Sunday, Auqust 30th

Each year, all of our Monarch butterflies commence on a
fantastic fall journey to central Mexico! To learn more about this
remarkable feat, scientists tag and “follow” as many of the buéerfli
as possible, and we help them out. You can help out, too, by stopping
by the Thorpe Park shelterhouse anytime between 2:00 and 4:00 P.M.
and helping us tag Monarch butterflies!

There will be a short program given at 2:00 P.M. to help
people learn more about the migration and the tagging project, but it
is not required viewing to help with the tagging. You can either try

your luck at catching some Monarchs at the park (using your net or one of oym),can bring your
own butterflies from home to tag. We will also try to have a few alreaatyhtdor you!

Mountain Lions in lowa—Thursday, September 10th

Back by popular demand, lowa DNR Biologist Ron
Andrews will present an informative program on the status of
mountain lions here in lowa. Now is your chance to separate fact
from fiction and get the truth about just how common these big cats
are in lowa. The presentation will be held in the basement meeting
room of the Titonka Savings Bank, along highway 69, in Forest
City. It will begin at 7:00 P.M. and last about an hour. There will
also be a question-and-answer session after the formal presentation.
(The basement entrance is at the back of the bank.)

"
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The Mighty Mississippi Motorcoach Excursior
Saturday, October 17th

We will first visit theNational Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium on
the beautiful riverfront in Dubuque, lowa. The mus features six large aquariur
full of river wildlife, living history demonstratios, and many informational and
interactive exhibits that bring the history of Anear’s most famous river, the
Mississippi, to life.

In the afternoon, we will be taking aetivexcursion to view the beautiful Fa
colors and river scenery on the Mississippi Ricaartered by Mississippi Exploref

cOST: 890 persn

Cost includes chartered motorcoach transportation
admission to the National Mississippi River Musefim
Aguarium, a Mississippi River Excursion, and anrgng
; . meal! Lunch at the museum and souvenir purchases
ltinerary: not covered.

- 7:00 AM - Depart Forest City (Co. Courthouge) TO SIGN UP
. 7:30 AM - Depart Garner (Co. Courthouse) Simply send your check (made payable to WQ,G/Bur
. 11:00-2:30 PM - T Nati | Mississippi contact information, and.|f you are planning onatépg
: : our National Mississippl from Garner or Forest City, to either:
River Museum & Aquarium and eat lunch gt
the Depot Café WCCB HCCB

. . feciccinm Di ; 34496 110th Ave. OR 875 State Street
- 3:30-5:00 PM - MIS.SISSIppI Rl\(er Excur_S|on Forest City, IA 50436 Garner, IA 50438
- 5:45-7:00 PM - Enjoy an evening meal in

Dubuque FOR MORE INFORMATION
- 10:30 PM - Arrive back at Garner Contact either:

HCCB Naturalist Jason Lackore at 641-923-2720 or

- 11:00 PM - Arrive back at Forest City WCCB Naturalist Lisa Ralls at 641-565-3390.
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Bus Trips Provide Unique Experiences

In June, 32 people enjoyed a day with us as we traveled to St. Paul, MN, on
our Sights of St. Pauhotorcoach excursion, co-sponsored by the Hancock County
Conservation Board. Our first stop was the St. Paul Farmers’ Marketewa large
gathering of local producers were selling vegetables, meats, jamy, hode
flowers, among other goodies. After browsing through the market, we continued
on to Crosby Park, where we had a picnic, complete with tasty box lunches
catered by Subway.
In the afternoon, we visited the Como Zoo and
Conservatory to see their wonderful array of animals and beautiful
displays of plants and flowers. Some of us spent most of our time in the zoo,
watching the animals (including Sparky the Sea Lion, who put on a wonderful
show), while others spent much of their time enjoying the diversityaotpht the
conservatory. The miniature rainforest, complete with free-flyingetfligs,
seemed to be a big hit for everyone!
Fortunately, what began as a rainy morning, turned out to be a beautiful,
pleasant, summer day! For many people, the day also provided some unique
experiences. Some people had never been to a farmers’ market beforbgand ot
commented that it had been years since they had been on a picnic or to a zogédsipiaghose kinds of
opportunities is what our bus trips are all about!
Our next motorcoach excursion will be to Dubuque, IA, during the peak of theléialeason! For
more information about it, check out page 3!

Sandhill Cranes Nest at More Winnebago
Thorpe Park County Monarchs Found

In the late 1800's, Each year, we conduct an active Monarch
Sandhill Cranes butterfly tagging program. This program helps
disappeared from lowa. scientists to follow the amazing journey of North
Unregulated hunting and America’s Monarchs as they travel south to Mexico
the loss of wetland habitats each year. The butterflies are tagged as they migrate
drove them from the state. through an area, then scientists search for those same
But, legal protection and butterflies either along the route or after they reach
the creation of new Mexico. Through this method, scientists can learn a

wetlands brought them back. And, 100 years later, in lot about the routes the butterflies take, as well as
1992, Sandhill Cranes once again nested in lowa. their rate of migration, survival, etc.

Since then, slowly but surely, the Cranes We are happy to announce that 3 of the 227
have been returning. And, this spring, we saw Monarchs we tagged last year were found in Mexico!
evidence of that here in Winnebago County. A pair  All 3 were tagged in Buffalo
of Sandhill Cranes nested just down the hill from our Center and made a journey
office in a very well-camouflaged area at the edge of of almost 1700 miles before
the marsh. It wasn’t long, and we were also seeing arriving at their wintering
two tiny chicks, as well! Within a couple days of sites. If you would like to
hatching, their parents took the colts and left the participate in this year’s
nest. The dense vegetation has prevented us from  tagging, check out the
seeing the young birds again, but the adults are still Monarch Tagging program
occasionally heard and seen flying over the marsh. advertised on page 2!
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REAP Celebrates Its 20th Anniversary!

Way back in 1989, something very unique State Park received funding for playground
happened. Democrats and Republicans both agreec equipment and the Soil and Water Conservation

on something at the District has received over a quarter million dollars
lowa State to fund conservation projects in the county.
Legislature! Together, Needless to say, our quality of life here in

they overwhelmingly  Winnebago County has been greatly improved,
passed the Resource thanks to the efforts of those lawmakers 20 years

Enhancement and ago!

Protection Act, a In case you're

landmark piece of wondering, money for REAP

legislation that we does not come from taxes. It
today know simply as REAP. comes from the Environment

REAP was also unique in several other way First Fund which receives its funding from gaming
First of all, it was passed its first time through the  receipts. Money from the beautiful natural resourge
legislature. Secondly, legislators felt that the need fc license plates also helps to fund REAP. These
resource protection was so great, that many of the plates, which feature either a goldfinch and a rosg¢
Act’s provisions were enacted immediately. Finally, an eagle, or a pheasant are
$15 million was actually appropriated right from the sold at a slightly higher fee
start. (Lawmakers often pass bills, but then don't  and the extra money goes to
appropriate money for them, at least not right away. support REAP.
So, the people of lowa immediately began “reaping” If you would like to
the benefits of this new legislation! help support REAP, you might want to think about

And, over the years, lowans have continued purchasing a natural resource license plate. You fan
to benefit immensely from the REAP program. Here also contact your state senator or representative fo
in Winnebago County alone, REAP has provided ov let them know that you support REAP. Although

a half million dollarsfor conservation programs. REAP has a stable funding source, it is the state
Depending upon the amount of legislature that determinep
money appropriated, our county just how much money
conservation board receives will be appropriated for
around $7,000-$10,000 a year. REAP each year.

This money has been used to When it was

fund a full-time naturalist position, acquire wildlife enacted twenty years agd,

habitat, restore wetlands, add new fishing docks to REAP was a unique

county areas, improve park campgrounds, preserve conservation funding

1860's log cabin (now at Heritage Park), preserve a program; no other state

pioneer cemetery, and publish the newsletter you ar had a similar program.

now reading, among many other things. Our Roadsi Since then, it has won national awards and beenja
Management program has also received money for model for other programs across the country. It ig
seeding roadsides with native grasses and something that we can truly be proud of and
wildflowers. something that continues to benefit all lowans, egen
In addition, the Winnebago County Historice twenty years later.
Society received
funding after fire
damaged the
Timberland Museum
as well as for the
Governor Branstad
Memorabilia
Collection. Pilot Knok
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A study just released by the U.S. Fish and WildB&vice, places lowa fifth in the
nation in the percentage of residents that areelsrd
Nationally, 21% of Americans consider themselves

birders, while 33% of lowans participate in birdeldhg.

Altogether, according to the study, there are 48ani
birders in the U.S. and they generate overl§i8idn in
trip and equipment expenditures each year.
That money, in turn, generates 671,000
birding-related jobs and over $11 billion in
local, state, and federal tax revenues.

Don’t Forget Our Website!

We want to remind everyone of our web site! It e@mé up-to-date news about the
WCCB, a detailed listing of all of our parks anddhfe areas (including
maps), a listing of all upcoming programs, profidsur staff and board
members, and links to other sites that may betefdést to you. You can
even read this newsletter there! In fact, if yowldarather just read the
newsletter on-line, let us know. We will take yaame off our mailing
list and just send you an e-mail notice each tineclatest newsletter is
posted. So, check us outatvw.winnebagoccb.corh




