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· At least 16 species 
of milkweed  
occur in the 
tallgrass prairie. 

 
· The Prairie Phlox 

is often visited by 
hummingbirds. 

 
· Prairie Clovers 

enrich the soil 
with nitrogen. 

 
· During WWII, 

milkweed sap was 
tested as a rubber 
substitute and the 
fluffy seed heads 
were tried out in 
life preservers. 

 
· Many prairie 

flowers were used 
by pioneers and 
Native Americans 
for medicinal 
purposes. 

 
Information from  
Wildflowers of the Tallgrass 
Prairie by Runkel & Roosa 

Iowa’s Subtle Beauty  
Comes Alive in Summer 

 
Okay, so maybe Iowa doesn’t have towering, white-capped mountains. And maybe we 
can’t watch the sun rise or set over the ocean. But, we are a prairie state. And prairies 
have a definite, if subtle, beauty all their own. Fortunately, although we have lost over 
99% of our prairies here in Iowa, there are still places in our state where you can see 
some genuinely beautiful landscapes. 
 
For example, the Loess Hills in western Iowa attract many tourists each year. The rolling 
hills of grass are homes to many different species of plants and animals, some of which 
are found nowhere else in the Midwest. And the quiet beauty of the flowers, along with 
the changing hues of the grasses as the sun sets, rivals any mountaintop or seashore.  

 
There are also countless other smaller areas throughout Iowa 
that can offer the same experiences. Most of them are owned 
and managed by the Iowa DNR or local county conservation 
boards. And, increasingly, throughout Iowa, you can even 
catch a glimpse of prairie beauty right along the roadsides, in 
the ditches that are slowly being returned back to their 
historical elegance.  
 

So, what makes these prairie areas so pretty? In many cases, the stillness and quietness of 
the area offers a peacefulness that is hard to come by nowadays. And, of course, the tall 
grasses also harken back to a more nostalgic time when our forefathers settled this land. 
But, perhaps what really catches our eyes at this time of year is the amazing variety of 
colorful prairie wildflowers now blooming! 
 
So, if you can, take a short trip to a prairie during mid-to-late summer. You will probably  
be surprised at the color and variety of flowers that are blooming! You will see colors 
ranging from the purples of the Blazing Stars and Prairie Clovers to the yellows of the 
Coneflowers, Goldenrods, and Sunflowers. There will also be white flowers and even red 
and orange flowers such as Butterfly Milkweed. And all of these flowers attract a 
fantastic assortment of insects, including many different species of butterflies, adding 
their own fluttering color to the landscape. 
 
If you’d like to learn more about prairie areas in 
Winnebago County, you can visit our web site at www.
winnebagoccb.com. There you will find a list of all our 
county parks and, on the IRVM page, a list of roadsides 
where native plants have been restored, as well as a 
guide to help you identify what you see. So, take the 
time to enjoy this summer’s show. You’ll be surprised 
how much beauty Iowa has to offer! 
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Get Out for Some Summer Fun! 
 
Outdoor Adventures Day Camp—Wednesday, August 1st 
 
            The Winnebago County Extension Office and the WCCB are 
teaming up to offer many fun activities including fishing, canoeing, 
outdoor cooking, crafts, and games—all from 9:00 AM-3:00 PM at 
Rice Lake State Park! The cost is $15. Contact Jamie at the Extension 
Office (641-584-2261 or jthomsen@iastate.edu) for more information 
or to register. The cost for the day camp is $10. 
 
Summer Stargazing—Monday, August 13th 
 
            Meet at the tower at Pilot Knob State Park at 9:00 PM for an informal tour of the summer 
nighttime sky. We will observe the Summer Triangle, Cygnus the Swan, Scorpio, and Sagittarius, 
among many other constellations and stars. We may even be able to glimpse a few leftover Perseid 
meteors (see Page 5)! And, Jupiter will also shine brightly in the southern sky! Bring along a pair of 
binoculars, if you can. 

 
   Bats!—Friday, August 24th 
 
               Back by popular demand...everything you always wanted to 
know about those fascinating creatures—bats! Come to the Thorpe Park 
office at 7:00 to learn just what makes bats so unique and also so 
important. (For instance, did you know that a single bat can eat over 
1,200 mosquitoes in an hour?) You can also learn how to attract bats, as 
well as how to keep them out of your house! After the indoor 
presentation, we’ll head outdoors to “listen” for bats in the evening sky! 
 

Monarch Tagging—Saturday, September 8th 
 
            Visit Thorpe Park’s Lake Catherine Learning Center any time 
between 2:00 and 4:00 PM to learn about the Monarch butterfly’s 
amazing migration to Mexico. Then, try your hand at actually tagging a 
few Monarchs for research! 
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WCCB News 
 

Winnebago County Monarchs Observed in Mexico! 
 
A Monarch butterfly tagged by Lake Mills 4th-graders last September was found in Mexico 
over the winter! The tagging was part of the WCCB’s annual Monarch tagging program 
which, in turn, is part of a much larger nationwide project being conducted by the University 
of Kansas. As part of the project, ordinary citizens have the opportunity to tag Monarchs as 
the butterflies migrate south in the fall. The information gained from the tagging helps 
researchers learn more about the Monarch’s amazing annual journey to Mexico! 
 
But, the Lake Mills butterfly was not the only Winnebago County Monarch found in 
Mexico. The Feldicks (Beth and Duane), of rural Buffalo Center, tagged 100 Monarchs last 
fall and three of “their”  butterflies were found in Mexico over the winter, as well! Beth said 
that this year they may try to tag even more Monarchs!  
 
Over the past 9 years, the WCCB has tagged over 1,500 Monarchs, with 25 of those being observed at their 
final Mexican destination. If you would like a summary of our tagging efforts over the years, just contact 
Winnebago County Naturalist Lisa Ralls at 641-565-3390 or at lralls@winnebagoccb.com. If you’d like more 
information about Monarchs in general, their annual migration to Mexico, and the research being conducted at 
the University of Kansas, go to www.monarchwatch.org. Or better yet, plan to attend our Monarch Tagging 
program on Saturday, September 8th (see page 2)! 
 

More Trumpeter Swans Released 
 
On Thursday, May 24th, the Iowa DNR released two more pairs of Trumpeter Swans 
in our area! One pair was released in the afternoon at the County Home Farm area, 
located southwest of Lake Mills. The other pair was released that evening at Meredith 
Marsh, located west of Forest City. Both releases were part of the DNR’s ongoing 
Trumpeter Swan Restoration Project here in the state of Iowa. 
 

Kids’ Fishing Contest a Success 
 
On Friday evening, June 1st, the WCCB held its annual Wal-Mart Kids’ All-American Fishing Derby at 
Thorpe Park’s Lake Catherine. Twenty-eight kids from around north Iowa participated and all seemed to have 
a fun evening of fishing. Most even caught fish! The results of the contest are listed below… 
 
Largest Fish, 9 and Under 
1st—Kaden Hagy, 4, 17” catfish (won a rod and reel) 
2nd—Dillon Lenox, 8, 14.5” catfish (won a tackle box) 
 
Largest Fish, 10-16 Years Old 
1st—Landon Josten, 10, 17.25” catfish (won a cooler) 
2nd—Cole Logemann, 12, 8.25” bluegill (won a fishing accessory kit) 
 
Casting Contest 
1st—Cole Logemann, 12, 1’9” from target (won a rod and reel) 
2nd—Mike Haugen, 11, 5’1” from target (won a mini tackle box). 
 
The WCCB would like to thank all the participants for making the Fishing Derby a success and would also 
like to congratulate the winners for their fishing skills (and maybe a little luck)! 
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WCCB Areas Expand and Improve 
 

Lande River Conservation Area Expands 
 
The WCCB is pleased to announce another partnership that has 
resulted in the expansion of the 318-acre Lande River Conservation 
Area, which is part of the Winnebago River Greenbelt. The 
purchase was of 105 acres of river bottom and upland wildlife 
habitat from Gene Stensrud of rural Lake Mills. The acquisition 
connects the Lande area with the Hogsback Wildlife Area which, in 
itself, contains over 1,200 acres of county and state-managed land. 
 
Stensrud had enrolled most of the 105-acre tract into the Wetland 
Reserve Program (WRP) prior to Winnebago County acquiring the 
property. The results are improved water quality and excellent 
wildlife habitat. The property consists of 1.8 miles of the 
meandering Winnebago River and also contains 12 acres of 
farmland that Stensrud converted into native grasses and wildflowers, as well as several wetlands that he 
restored. More native grasses and flowers will be planted later this year. Many wildlife species have been 
known to use the area, including Sandhill Cranes and, last year, endangered Whooping Cranes! 
 
The Lande River Conservation Area  is open to the public for hunting, trapping, fishing, nature study, and other 
compatible uses, and can be accessed from 470th Street, 2 miles north of Highway 69. The total cost of the 
property was $105,000, with the following partners providing funds needed for the purchase: 

The Winnebago/Hancock Chapter of Pheasants Forever 
The John K. and Luise V. Hanson Foundation 

The Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 
The Iowa Ornithologists Union 

The Mitchell County Chapter of Pheasants Forever 
The Kossuth County Chapter of Pheasants Forever 

and the sportsmen and women of Iowa who purchase wildlife habitat stamps. 
The WCCB wishes to thank all the contributors for helping to make this important land purchase possible! 
 
Ambroson Recreation Area Expands; Improvements Begun 
 

A $22,000 2006 Fish Habitat Grant and a donation from the John K. and Luise V. Hanson 
Foundation has led to the acquisition of 25 acres adjacent to the Ambroson Recreation 
Area. (Fish Habitat Grant money is derived from a $3.00 fee added on to all fishing 
licenses.) The property, purchased from Vance and Judy Ambroson of Leland, contains 2 
fishing ponds, totaling 14 acres in size, with depths ranging from 6’-11’. The ponds were 
originally created when gravel was removed from the area. 
 
Future plans for the entire Ambroson area include the removal of “rough” fish through the 
use of Rotenone, a plant-based pesticide. That will take place this summer with money 
from a second Fish Habitat Grant, received earlier this year. That grant money will also 
fund the restocking of the ponds, along with the construction of a dike that will prevent 
“rough” fish from entering the ponds when the nearby Winnebago River is high.  
 
The Ambroson Recreation Area is located a half-mile south of Leland, along the west side 

of Highway 69. It can also be accessed from 165th Avenue on the west side of Leland. 
             Continued on Page 5... 

Members of the Winnebago/Hancock PF Chapter that donated 
money towards the purchase of the Stensrud acquisition. From 
left to right: Tip Taylor, Caroll Herndon, Tuff Anderson, Matt 
Rauk, Tim Osmundson, Tom Langerud, Darrell Hanks, Robert 
Schwartz (WCCB Director), Tim Ranes, and Todd Ranes.  

Work has begun on a dike at 
the Ambroson Recreation 
Area. 
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Areas Expand/Improve 
...Continued from Page 4            
 
Youth Conservation Area Expands 
Already—Twice! 
              
The county’s first hunting area for youth aged 15 and 
under, the Holland Prairie Conservation and Youth 
Hunting Area, has expanded in size twice since the 
Board entered into a lease agreement with Acorn 
Associates last fall. Diane Rickert, Aurora, SD, who is 
a partner in Acorn Associates, LC, has leased an 
additional 15 acres of land adjacent to the original 139 
acres that she and her sister Martha Olson originally 
leased to Winnebago County. That addition was 
formally approved in February. Since that time, their 
brother, Daniel Holland, of Gulf Breeze, FL, has also 
leased another 71 acres of land to the county, bringing 
the total size of the wildlife area to 225 acres.  
 
The area is located 2 miles north of Leland and a half-
mile east of the Highway 9/69 junction and is adjacent 
to the C.A. Block Wildlife Area. The Winnebago River 
meanders through the property for over a mile and the 
area also contains existing and restored prairies and 
wetlands, as well as mature and newly-planted Bur Oak 
timber. Work has already begun to enhance the area, 
including conducting prescribed burns, planting more 
native grasses and flowers, and constructing a new 
parking lot. Several new wetlands will also be built. 

Look to the Skies! 
 

On Sunday night, August 12th and early Monday 
morning, August 13th, you might want to take a 
short stroll outside and take a look up. That night 
will be the peak night for this year’s Perseid meteor 
shower, and astronomers think it may put on a good 
show this year! One reason is because there will be 
a new moon that night, so skies will be especially 
dark all night long. 
 
Although such 
events are called 
“showers,” the 
meteors really are 
not as plentiful as 
you might expect. 
But during a 
“shower,” you are 
much more likely 
to see meteors than 
you are during 
most other nights. That’s because, at certain times 
of the year, the earth passes through a debris trail 
left behind by a passing comet. As we pass through 
that debris field, we inevitably “run into” some of 
rocks and dust left behind by the comet. When those 
particles hit our atmosphere, the friction causes 
them to burn up, so we can see them as they streak 
across the night sky. 
 
Each August, we pass through a debris field left 
behind by Comet Swift-Tuttle. Since those meteors 
seem to radiate from the constellation Perseus, they 
are called the Perseids. We should begin to see the 
first few meteors when Perseus rises in the northeast 
between 9:00 and 10:00 PM. But, as the night goes 
on, and Perseus rises higher, more and more 
meteors should be visible. Just before dawn, we 
may be able to observe a meteor streak across the 
sky every minute! 
 
But, don’t worry about getting clunked on the head 
by one of these space rocks. Most meteors, despite 
their brightness, are only about the size of a grain of 
sand! The brightest ones, called fireballs, are 
usually only about the size of a small rock, and even 
those usually burn up completely. So, try to stay up 
a little later on the 12th (or get up a little earlier the 
next morning) and enjoy the free show taking place 
overhead! 
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Don’t Forget Our Website 
 

We want to remind everyone of our web site! It contains up-
to-date news about the WCCB, a detailed listing of all of our 
parks and wildlife areas (including maps), a listing of all 
upcoming programs, profiles of our staff and board members, 
and links to other sites that may be of interest to you. You can 
even read this newsletter there! In fact, if you’d like to be 
taken off the mailing list for this newsletter, and would rather 
just read the newsletter on-line, just let us know. We will take 
you off our mailing list and, if you’d like, just send you an e-mail each time the 
latest newsletter is posted. So, check us out at  www.winnebagoccb.com!  
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Consider these words about our planet Earth  
from a few people that have flown in outer space… 

 
It was the only color we could see in the universe.  

—Bill Anders, Apollo 8 
 
The sheer beauty of it just brought tears to my eyes. 

—Anousheh Ansari, 2006 Iranian-American space tourist 
 

You come back impressed, once you’ve been there, with how thin our 
little atmosphere is that supports all life here on Earth. So, if we foul it 
up, there’s no coming back from something like that. 

—John Glenn, first American to orbit the Earth 
 

I saw the deep black of space and this just brilliantly gorgeous blue and 
white arc of the earth and totally unconsciously, not at all able to help 
myself, I said, “Wow, look at that.” 

—Kathy Sullivan, first American woman to walk in space 
 

I left earth 3 times. I found no place else to go. Please take care of 
Spaceship Earth. 

—Wally Shirra, who flew on Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo missions 


