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The WCCB Celebrates 50 Years!

This year, we celebrated a big anniversary here at the WOECBWas on
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August 1st, 1958, that the Wmnebago County Board of Supervisors appointed the first

a members of the Winnebago County Conservation Fall Programs 2

Board. And, only two weeks later, on August 14th;
those members met during the first meeting of the
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WCCB! That means that the WCCB has been
;7 THoRPE REORER serving the public now for over 50 years!
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TN - i The first members of the Winnebago
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County Conservation Board included: Raymond
| Lande, Lake Mills; George Carman, Buffalo

Travel Bugs 5

Center; Dr. Carroll Block, Thompson; Robert
Pletcher, Forest City; and Harold Hove, Bricelyn,

Thorpe Park Cabin 5

MN. During that first meeting, the WCCB elected
their first officers--Carroll Block as President and Georgen@aras Secretary/Treasurer.
Wilfred Macheak, from the lowa Conservation Commission, then spoke to theé Boa
about "The Duties of the Conservation Commission."

The next month, during their September 30th meeting, the WCCB began the
business of conserving and promoting our county's resources. They voted to parchag
21-acre gravel pit for $1.00. (If only land prices wese
that cheap now!) The "gravel pit" mentioned in th
minutes is now known as the Grant Wildlife Area
south of Buffalo Center, the first area acquired b
the WCCB. From those humble beginnings, the
WCCB has grown. Over the last 50 years, the Bg
has acquired almost 30 different areas, totaling o
2,800 acres. These areas have provided valuablg
wildlife habitat, as well as countless recreational
opportunities for hunters, trappers, fishermen ang
women, campers, and other outdoor enthusiasts.

During those early days, the WCCB had no employees to carry out their

m

conservation efforts. That soon changed. Over the years, the WCCB has employed 4] -

Directors, 2 Naturalists, and 3 Natural Resource Managers, plusessustimmer and
part-time workers. These employees haxgked to conserve our county's natural

~

resources, have helped people enjoy th
outdoors, and have educated our citize
about how to protect our environment.
We are proud of the work we do
and hope that the residents of Winnebago
County are happy with our efforts, as well!
Thank you for allowing us to do what we
an to conserve our natural resources and|t
provide outdoor recreational opportunities
for everyone over these past 50 years!
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In 1961, the lowa
legislature
designated the
“Oak” as lowa’s
official state tree.

Twelve species of
oak trees are
native to lowa.

Only one oak
species, the Bur
Oak, is found
throughout the
state.

Oak trees are
struck by
lightning more
than any other
tree.

In Norse
mythology, the
oak was sacred to
the thunder god,
Thor, perhaps
because it is
struck by

lightning so often.
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WCCB Wins
Conservation Award

The WCCB recently received a Wildlife Habitat
Improvement Award from the lowa Division of the
Izaak Walton League “for outstanding efforts in
establishing habitat for wildlife.” The WCCB won
the First Place Award for counties with a population
of less than 20,000 and it was awarded at the lowa
Association of County Conservation Boards’ annual
meeting which was held in Dubuque in September.

The award was given on the basis of habitat
improvement projects completed during the last
fiscal year, as well as other habitat efforts.
Specifically, actual WCCB habitat improvement
numbers included 145 acres of prairie
grasses planted on public lands; over
900 acres of prairies burned; 5 acres of
oak, ash, and cherry trees planted; and
15 acres of wetlands developed on
public lands. Other efforts were
rewarded, as well, including managing
water levels for waterfowl, managing
nesting boxes, conducting public
environmental programs, and making equipment
available to local landowners to encourage habitat
improvement on private property. Our roadside
vegetation management program also helped us
garner the award.

Points were awarded for each of the above areas ar
the WCCB did very well, earning 1,093 points
overall. The O’Brien County Conservation Board
came in second place, with 361 points, while the
Hamilton County Conservation Board placed third,
with 275 points. In the large county category (those
counties with over 20,000 people), the Woodbury
County Conservation Board came in first (651
points), the Pottawattamie County Conservation
Board came in second (579 points), and the Johnsoil
County Conservation Board placed third (334
points).

We are proud to have won this award. Even more,
though, we are happy to have been able to improve
the wildlife habitat here in Winnebago County, not
only for the countless species that depend upon it,
but also for the people who enjoy the many
recreational opportunities that these areas provide!

Fall Public Programs

Autumn Stargazing

Thursday, November 6th

Meet at the entrance to Thorpe Park at 7:00
P.M. for an informal tour of the autumn nighttime
sky. We will observe the year-round constellations,
say goodbye to the summer constellations, and try to
catch an early glimpse of the winter constellations.
We should also be able to observe Venus and Jupiter
shining brightly in the dark sky. Bring along a pair
of binoculars, if you wish to get a better view!

The program should last about 45 minutes
and refreshments will be served at the Thorpe Park
office afterwards. Free star charts will also be made
available for everyone to take home.

Winter Birdfeeding

Wednesday, November 19th

Bird feeding can be a fun, relaxing, and even
educational way to spend those cold, winter days.
With just a little know-how and a few feeders, you
can attract countless birds such as woodpeckers,
cardinals, blue jays, and nuthatches to your yard.
And while you're helping them out, you can enjoy
their antics from the warmth of your own house!

To help get you started, or to refresh your
memory, we will be offering a short, one-hour class
on winter bird feeding. The class will be held at the
Thorpe Park office, beginning at 7:00 P.M. We will
discuss what types of
feeders are available,
what types of foods bird
like the most, which birds
you're most likely to
attract, and other tips that
will help you attract the
widest variety of birds.
Refreshments will be
served and handouts (as
well as a few door
prizes!) will be available
to take home.
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Join the Hancock and Winnebago County Conserv&aards
as we travel to the Des Moines Botanical Centerlanidg
History Farms for their holiday celebrations!

When: Saturday, December.3
Cost: $48 for kids (6-17) and senior citizens (68 alder), $50 for anyone 18-64
(Cost covers transportation and all entry feesdFaad souvenirs are extra.)

After pick-up stops in Forest City and Garner, we will travel to the Des Moines
Botanical Center , where we will tour the center and view their holiday displays of
flowers and plants.

Then, after a supper stop at Bonanza, we will continue on to Living History Farms

where we will enjoy their Log Cabin Christmas! We will experience Christmas the way

the pioneers did on the prairie, meeting historical interpreters, hearing carols, playing

games, and meeting Santa Claus. We will also be able to sip a little wassail and enjoy
a few snacks while browsing through the homes
and shops of Walnut Hill.

It should prove to be a fun day for all
and a wonderful way to enjoy the season!
I

To sign up for this fun trip, simply send your ckec
(made out to the WCCB) to tiWinnebago County Conservation
Board at 34496 118 Avenue, Forest City, IA, 50436
You will receive a trip itinerary about a week befthe trip.

If you'd like more information about the trip, cawet either
Winnebago County Naturalist Lisa Ralls at 641-565-330 or
Hancock County Naturalist Jason Lackore at 641-922-720
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Local Cooperation Protects 180 Acres

The WCCB recently partnered with the Winnebago/Hancock Chapter of RteeBeeever, the lowa
Department of Natural Resources, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, armivéadbtural Heritage
Foundation to permanently protect 180 acres of wildlife habitat in Winnebago Cobetiard is located
southwest of Lake Mills and is adjacent to other
county and state-owned wildlife areas. The
acquisition was made possible thanks to a $7,000
grant from the PF chapter, a $71,000 lowa DNR
Habitat Stamp Grant, and a U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service grant of $100,000, made available through
the North American Wetlands Conservation Act.

The original owners of the land had enrolled it in the
Wetland Reserve Program, a voluntary USDA
program that idles lands that have a high percentage
of restorable wetlands present. Such wetlands reduce
runoff, improve water quality, and provide valuable
wildlife habitat. Those original owners had also
restored wetlands and prairies on the land. The
Pheasants Forever members Todd Farland and DaHatiks stand with | Property was then sold to the lowa Natural Heritage

WCCB members John Carlson and Roger Hermanson Foundation, who then facilitated the sale to the
at the newly-acquired area.. WCCB

The land was targeted by the WCCB, and ranked high for grant funding, bectheseguadlity of the existing
habitat and its close proximity to other wildlife areas. (Large cortstedidabitat have been shown to be more
beneficial to many game and non-game wildlife species than smaller ginggphparcels of habitat.) In addition
to the land acquisition, hunting and trapping rights to an additional 200-acreftaajacent land has also been
granted by the original sellers. That land will be open to the public eachfieracrops have been harvested.

The Conservation Board will post all boundaries and future plans for the eavnalude installing parking
lots and planting additional winter-cover food plots. The land can be accessaddindgrone mile east of
county road R72 on 420th Street to 220th Avenue, or one mile east on 410th Streeta Wik sen be
posted on our web site but, until then, questions can be directed to WCCB Directar§biertz or by
calling the WCCB office at 641-565-3390.

2008 Monarch Tagging Complete

We have finished our Monarch tagging for 2008 and we are happy to
announce that we had a pretty successful tagging season! Altogether,
227 Monarch butterflies were tagged. These were tagged at Thorpe Park,
as well as at the various schools throughout the county. In addition to the
many schoolkids that participated in the tagging, we also had a few very
helpful volunteers that tagged! The annual tagging is part of a nlationa
research project to help scientists track the incredible trograf the

Monarch butterflies as they travel to their wintering grounds in Mexico.

If any of “our” Winnebago County butterflies are spotted in Mexico, or
along the way, we will let you know!
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From Winnebago County to South Korea!

What does the Russ Wildlife Area west of Forest City have in common withgHee University in South
Korea? Give up? Well, if you're a geocacher, you might be able to figure it bas to do with a “travel
bug” that has made it all the way from Winnebago County to a university halnvapd the world!

So, just what is a “travel bug?” Well, first, you have to understand geocachimgachéng is an outdoor
activity where someone uses a GPS (Global Positioning System) unid eotiidden cache of items. These
caches, called geocaches, are hidden all over the world, and their cosrdarate found on the Internet.
Inside these caches are usually little trinkets such as key charigenabr magnets, small toys, etc. You can
take any item you find in a geocache, as long as you replace it with anethedametimes, though, you can
find a “travel bug” in one of the caches!

—

A “travel bug” is a small object that someone has placed in a geocatiechiopes that someone will move
to another cache. “Travel bugs” are not meant to be kept, simply moved frazaaheeto another to see
where they go and where they end up. Some “travel bugs” even have a goal tedghta particular
destination. Well, one such “travel bug” made its way through Winnebago Countylylecent

The item was called “Backpacker Smurf” and he actually
began his travels iNew Zealanan January 16th, 2007!

He traveled throughout New Zealand for over 5 months
until someone brought him to the U.S. and placed him in a
geocache In New York on July 4th. From there, he
continued on to Massachusetts and Minnesota until he|\was
placed in the geocache located at the Russ Wildlife Area
west of Forest City!

He was retrieved from there, traveled up to the Twin Cities,
made another visit to lowa, then was taken west to Arizona
where he hitched a ride to the bottom of the Grand Canyon!
From there, he continued his westward trek to California.
Little Backpacker Smurf then traveled across the Pacifi
Ocean all the way to South Korea, where he now waits Little Backpacker Smurf as he looks out over the
geocache at Kyung Hee University for another geocach Russ Wildlife Area. Now, he’s in South Korea!
help him continue on his international journey!

Geocaching is a fun outdoor activity that gets people outdoors to eptaors that they might not ordinarily
visit otherwise. And following a “travel bug” as it travels around thddvalso allows us to follow along on
an imaginary journey of our own! If you're interested in learning more aboaatghing, visit the geocaching
web site at www.geocaching.com. There you can learn all about how tortgl stih this enjoyable
outdoor activity. There are even three geocaches located on WCCB aeds/db can find them!

Work Continues on the Thorpe Park Cabin

—

We are continuing to work on converting the Thorpe Park cabin into a rental cabi
The cabin is located near Lake Catherine and has been used in paatygearseting
place for field trips and public programs. Beginning next year, though, it will be
available for rental. Among the improvements will be a bathroom, a kittdien area,

a bedroom, and new flooring. We will let you know when it is ready for you to enj<|>y!
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Don’t Forget Our Website!

We want to remind everyone of our web site! It @dmg up-to-
date news about the WCCB, a detailed listing ob&flur parks
and wildlife areas (including maps), a listing 8fuwcoming
programs, profiles of our staff and board membeens, links to
other sites that may be of interest to you. You®an read this
newsletter there! In fact, if you would rather jusad the
newsletter on-line, let us know. We will take yaame off our
mailing list and just send you an e-mail noticelethime the latest
newsletter is posted.

So, check us out atvww.winnebagocchb.cor




